About North East Network

North East Network (NEN) is a veamgemisation working in the north east region

of India with a focus on wanheiman rights. Ever since its inception in 1995, our

role has been that of a facilitator to empower women of northeast around issues of
livelihood, health, conflict and governance through capacity building, awareness
raising, networking, research and advocacy

NEN works towards promoting gendered understandings of human rights situation
in the region whethgimtthe context of violence, livelihood, conflict, natural resource
management or health. NEN uses a combination of national and international
mechanisms in its advocdoytefand disseminating information about them in
English and local languages in the north east of India.

NEN works directhAssam, Meghalaya, Nagaland and New Delhi. Perspective
building leading to conceptual clarity and advocéticty éoinghlementation of

laws related to women, particularly at the grassroots level, has been an important
part of NEdivork iAssam and Meghalaya. NEN Nagaland focuses on creating a
conducive environment using innovative ways of engaging youth in all its activities
like creating interesting livelihood options, arts and cultural forms and environmental
issues. NE&lhetwork extends to organisations and groups at local, national and
international levels allowing for a mutual exchange of ideas and learning of new
innovations.
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Foreword

Right from its inception, North East Network (NEN) has been engaging in a number of issues concer
women and human rights at the local national and internafidnaeaetso, ources afssam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland and New Delhi have been working around five programmes:

Locating and Mainstreamingméns Rights in Conflict Situations of North East Iidhes:

year has been signifiddfN participated in several national and international programmes related
to Universal Periodic Report (UPR), NGO report on Economic Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR) .
UN resolution 1328vocating for the Protectionmievkgainst Domestioléncéct (PWDA),

2005 & National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) and highlighting the specific issues of human right
the North East Region have beens iNfpditant endeavolile Convention to Eliminate all forms

of Discriminatidgainst Wmer(CEDAV) has been an integral part of WaiN ever since inception.
Publicising and following up on\@EIaAcluding Observations has been an ongoing activity of the
organisation this year too.

North East Resource Programmassam, Meghalaya and Nagal&har consistenfats at

local levels through skill and perspective building with youth groefvgonkeand traditional
institutions saw them institutionalising a rights based approach and expressing gender concerns
their work. Community support in the form of donations of land in Meghalaya and Nagaland to b
Resource Centres has been of great value to NEN.

Making Rightdlinformation (RTAct a people’mandate for good governancAssamNEN

has been able to pronstaée accountability through pepphticipation and to develop the culture

of asking for information through the UdAdf R

Building a Multi Sectoral Sender Sensitpgroach to idlenceAgainst Wmen in Meghalaya:

There have beefeetive partnership between wegrenps and state agencies like the police and
medical personnel to counienédgainst Bmen (MV) and ensure institutional commitments to
adopting gender sensitive approaches in their services.

Making oA North East Developmemtidt Fund (NEDTHs envisioned, NEN initiated a small

Grants and Fellowships Project under the NEDTF as a precursor to the activities of the Foundatior
Sociallransformation: Enabling North East India.

At the organisation level, several internal policy changes wé® paittadéthis, a new Executive
Director was appointed.

I would like to acknowledge the continued support we received from the Ford Foundation, New Delhi, E
GermanyDRC, Canada, WOCAN, Nepal and our well wishers and partner organisations. | would also |
to acknowledge thimefof my colleagues in preparing this report.

Sreekala MG,
Executive Director



Part I. Locating and Mainstreaming W omen’s Rights in
Conflict Situations

Objectives:

1. To carry out advocacy and action-oriented research smiglime&sues with the aim of responding to
multiple advocacy strategies that are being used by rights based groups in the region for policy chang
improving service provisions.

2. To act as a centre for documentation and information dissemination through its Resource Centre.

Activities afsthievements:
1. Fact Finding and Research

1.1 The Functioning of ASHA! Component in Nalbari District of ~ Assam

Ashort study on the functioningA$Stcomponent under the NRHM was conducted between July to Novembe
2007 by NENhis was to document the functionind®fHkend the problems faced by them while performing
the roles prescribed under the NRt#Mindings reiterate some of the basic loopholes in the process of
implementation and functioning of the stihekey findings have been disseminated through national and local
level advocacy platforms and health netw@danmand other states.

1.2 Action Research Involving the Police and Health Dep  artment s

NEN Meghalaya entered into the process of engaging with the state Police and Health Departments on
sensitive responsiveness betuagust to October 2007. In this regard, an indepth survey and meetings with tl
oficials and decision makers of the two Departments wereltostagdd.sensitize theials dealing with

health and legal concerns, to lod¥aa¥/a crucial worsemealth concern and take action in addressing the
issue more sensitively

1.3 Document ation of Atrocities on Adivasi Women in Guwahati

During a rally taken odtlidivasi Studesissociation A§sam (AASAA) demanding Schédloéestatus for

the tea communityob violence occurred on November 24, 2007 in Beltola inAagahatihien in the

rally were targeted and many were beaten up. Sexual harassment, includingAstivpgingnofranvas

reported. Based on media reports, NEN documented the cases of violence inflicted on eighteen women, aged
15-40 years, who took part in the rally and were undergoing treatment in the Guwahati Medical College &
and Mohendra Mohan Choudhury Hospital. NEN prepared a fact finding report between November 29 & 30 -
presented the findings to the Inquiry Commission dal8et®leovistituted by Governmiessiash on January

27, 2008. Gross violation of human rights including mental and sexual abuse was reported through this exe

2. Advocacy , Public Debate & T raining

2.1 Engaging with Local Administration on Domestic V  iolence

NEN has been working witbahgarson the issue of addressiW W Meghalayster an extensive process

of discussions, meetings and interactions with menfdrersdridrsthree Sub-CommitteesAW Were

finally formed comprising of both women andlugest 2007, NEN and the representatives of the Sub-Committees
held meetings with ®@arbarsn Shillong to share the proceedings of National ConferenceAon PWDV
implementation and to plan follow up/Ast@mesult, a signature campaign to pressurise the government to
implement the PWAXY in Meghalaya was planA@etition urging the State Soelédn&/Minisivr Martle

Mukhim to take necessary action for the speedy appointment offlRestgdeotif@ation and selection of
Service Providers to step up the functioning of thev&3/¢igvied in October 2007.

! Accredited Social HeAtttivist (ASHA)
2 Local Governance Institutions in Meghalaya.



2.2 International WMmen$ Day Celebrated Assam & Meghalaya

AWbmers Convention entill/elopment, Equality and Resscerganised by NEN in collaboratidssaith

Mabhila Samata Society (AMSS) on Internatioeis DAy at Guwahati on March 8, Zg®&onvention was

aimed at stock taking of ground realities of government programmes regarding health, employment, education
women in @dult circumstances. It aimed at tracking the state obligations towaighte/amiie’ state of

AssamThis Convention was attended by almost 400 women fAssaath @vel many of them presented their
experiences before 8yeda Hameed, Member Planning Commission, Government of India, who was invited as
Chief Guest.

NEN Shillong organised a half-day programme to honour all the womeAWRadeessirea Meghalaya to
acknowledge them for their contribution to ti@éetateas a convergence of women from diverse fields to
showcase their work and achievements in art, performing arts, handicraft, health initiatives and micro entreprene
skills.

2.3 Advocacy on PWDACt

In May 2007, the UNIFEM SwithRegional fioé moderated a Gender Comsoition E-Exchange
programme. NEN provided inputs on the status of the implementatiorAof theHe\®aes of Meghalaya,
Assam and Nagaland. NEN is a part of the National Monitoring Comm#tete loawB¥BZollective, New
Delhi had prepared a set of Monitoring Indicators for measuring progkésgptEnrhatiorhese were
developed for the Ministryoofi&l and

L5 =

imgrament & Enfore ~ | Child Development (MWCD) and were

T oot o W o BERSE R revisited by the National Commission for
all States ol Wda WomenThe database was presented to

& the MWCD. NEN members have been

A action india participating and contributing to several

etariat PWDVA, 200 meetings organised nationally by Lawyers
Collective during the y&sua follow up

to the Second Nationabnvérs
Conference on MechanismsfémtiZé
Implementation of the PXBal on
February 18 to 20, 2007 at Delhi, NEN
members presented a paper

MNational S3ecr

Following this, members of NEN Shillong
interacted with the Department of Social
Welfare and the Chairperson, Meghalaya
State Commission fenW¥n and forwarded copies of the following:

v Memorandum on the Recommendations from the Secondat®Balnférence on the Implementation
of the PWDALt 2005 were presented to the Members of Parliament.

v Concluding Observations of theWEEDA

On November 30, 2007, NEN Shillong had Tilezhath&Rimplementation status of theAeWbMeghalaya.
TheAdditional Director of Soctfhv, Shillong, Meghalaya, responded to our aflisatieolvement has
deepened our association with the concerned Department.

2.4 16-Days International Campaign to SimlpnceAgainst Wmen and Girls

NEN has been actively involved in raising awareness about gender-based violence as a human rights issue a
local, national and international levels. NEN has been observing the 16-Days Campaign since 2002 in the NE re
This has proved to be strategically important for NEN to pressurise the local government to implement the law r
for elimination of all form#otgncégainst Wmen.



In 2007Actiorid, SSTERGVNAMSS and NEDFi joined hands with NEN to participate in thiSi@sepaign.
groups have together formed a forum cdled\dtien to StogAWof which NEN has been one of the main
strategic planners and think tanks. NEN helped the forum to develop contents for posters, hoardings, bant
and contributed towards the distribution of the IEC material to various organisatisssaim distretsitpur
Darrang, Cach&fagaon, Sivasggéarimgan], Baksa and ientliong.

FOCUS ON WOMEN'S RIGHTS
Media Advocacy:
Various mediums have been used to popularize the salient features of the PWDV Act, 2005.
Radio broadcast s in the form of a play was aired on November 26, 2007. Anurita spoke on the
Campaign through an interview.
Further, 15 classified advertisement s on the Act were broadcasted through Prasar Bharati throughout
the Campaign period.

Responding to local context:

On South Asia Women’s Day, November 29, 2007, NEN made an appeal to the international community
to condemn atrocities on Adivasi women. The report on the fact finding exercise was submitted to the
National Commission for Women members Nibha Konwar and Manju Hembrom, and also to the
Manisana Commission appointed by the state government to develop justice mechanism for the
sufferers.

Campaign initiatives in Shillong:

An essay contest for college and university students was organised as part of Campaign on VAW
between November 25 and December 10, 2007. The topic of the contest was Violence against
women: how relevant is the issue in the context of Meghalaya Through this, NEN aimed at
involving students in the discussions on human rights, particularly on women'’s rights issues.

On the World Human Right s Day, December 10, 2007, A Human Right s Concert was also organized
in order to raise awareness on the PWDV Act. Here a spot on domestic violence created by the
Shillong team was also released and screened.

Campaign initiatives in Nagaland:
A Programme on World AIDS Day, December 1, 2007 , was organised at Nagaland Resource Centre.
Different activities were organised during the programme.
v Atalk was delivered on Gender and HIV/AIDS.
Vv An open Badminton Tournament and a Buffet in aid of donation towards persons living with
HIV/AIDS in Nagaland were organised.

Research and Dissemination:
A survey on perceptions on VAW was conducted by NEN amongst 100 respondents in Guwahati. The
findings were disseminated through a Press meet on November 28, 2007.

NEN members articulated the concerns and status of the implementation of PWDV Act in Assam
through a symposium on VAW which was organised by the NE Action to Stop VAW on December 12,
2007 as the concluding event of the campaign.

3. National Advocacy on W omen’s Right s Issues

3.1 Universal Periodic Report

Sreekala participated in the India National Consultation for preparation of Stakeholders Report under the L
Periodic Review organised by FORURRASIAIR, New Delhi, on November 14 &15, 2007. In this Consultation,
NEN along with other NE based groups raised the issue®\&Sfar(f#icned Forces Special Poivet)

and the need for compliance with the United Nations Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security by t
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More than 200 NGOs including NEN submitted their own 'StRkegloolderthe UN Human Rights Council
under the banner of Pesplerum for UPR in India. Following the above Consultation, NEN along with Human
Rightd\lert, Imphal called for a press meet on November 22, 2007 in Guwahati.

3.2NGO Report on ESCR

NEN has been contributing significantly to
the development of an NGO report to the
ESCR Committee on Iadi@tord of
fulfillment of ESCR rights in the country
This report is brought out under Beople’
Collective on ESCR and is being
coordinated by PWESCR (Programme on
Womers Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights), New Delhi. It can be viewed on
1 the websitenttp://www2.ohobwg/

| english/bodies/cescr/cescrs40.htm

Our contribution to the process and the
report has been in two capacities. NEN
being a part of the Core Committee,
helped plan the NGO report with
PWESCR from its initial stages. NEN has
also been part of the drafting committee
of the report and helped in the development of chapters within the framewaddaicNdBHENRconducted

a consultation in Manipur in collaboration with Hum@erRighizhal involving the human rights groups to
discuss ESCR concerns to be included in the report.

3.3 Conflict & UNSC Resolution 1325

Monisha and Sreekala attended a regional workkglroproand armed confliéisia: UN resolution 1325:
making it workligiainThailand in November 2ZDBig.workshop was organised by &siaiand it was a useful
platform to learn about the use of UN resolution 1828 Patiéic region and also to share about how NEN has
used the Resolution through theVZEEdrting process and disseminated information atotihrGedhA
trainings

3.4 CEDAW & Concluding Observations

NEN has been continuingfaggsto publicise and push for implementing the Concluding Observations related to
VAW health and budget analysis of\@EWAugh various forurhs. Concluding Observations were also used
as a bench mark while preparing the NGO report on ESCR.

4. A Quick Glance at Learning Opportunities
4.1 Trainings Organized for Civil Society Organisations by NEN

Training Participants Purpose

Orientation otunderstanding the PWBY¥t, 2005Project @€ers, Lawyers, Seryigelo understand the spiritjand
on Septembet & 12, 2007 in Guwabhati, in collabdratioirders, Government Npdaluances of thct and tp
with Lawytsr Collective, New Delhi Agencies, State Commission feonsolidate strategie$ to
women, womergrganisations gnd implement it.
the police personnel from 6 horth

east states

Training of fainers (DT) on Budgeinalysison | Civil Societyroups frodssamly The training aimed |at
July 3 & 6, 2007 in association with the Centre fohM&gihgdaydripura, Nagaland @nd generating civil socigty
and Governanéecountability (CBGA), New DglManipur activism in the field|of
budget analysis.




Training

Participants

Purpose

Refresher trainingn first aid, preventive mea
for common diseases; mother & child health ir
2007 facilitated by medical personnel from Ph
Estate, Sonitpur district

Anganwadi workers.

sUitealth \Wkers of Dharikakjon
Outabdrya Kendra (a long-
Libaritea of NENASHAS an

VvV Wbmers health concer
erm
)|

4.2 Trainings, T alks and Present ations Conducted by NEN Members

Topics

NEN Resource Persof

Participants

Orientation foAssistant Sub Inspectors on PVRD
onJune 19, 2007 at Policaining College (PT
Dergaorssam.

\Sreekala & Samhita Baro

L),

pah Police fiters

Two-day workshop@ender budgetingt 11BM by
RGVN in Guwahati on December 6 &.7, 2007

Anjumadra Begum

Staf of NGOs

CadreCourse onTR and DomestimMnceAct on
October 5, 2007 at PTC.

Training on Human Rights June 25, 2007 |nAnjuman Police diters
Guwabhati
Training for Sub-Inspectors undergoing Promoti@amhita &njuman Police diters

Presentation of a paper at a Sef@aae Proces
and Development of Northeast IndidgGender
Perspectiverganised l§entre for &vhers Studies
Dibrugarh Universitssfam on March 25 & 26, 2

5 Samhita & Sreekala

008.

Students, academicians
activists and civil society
representatives

Presentation on understandiol@nceAgainst
Womenin a meeting organised by sSTEF
Guwahati on September 16, 2007.

Anurita.PHazarika
PS in

60 women street vendor
& slum dwellers.

Projecting Wmens$ Issuesorganised bissam

Speaker at a SymposiumRote of Media in Anurita

NGOs, media, govern-
ment representatives.

Conference on Implementation of PA/R005n

and Lawyers Collective on February 9 &10, 2

Kolkata organised by National Commissammédor W

DO8.

State Commission fanv&n on December 27, 2007,

Guwabhati.

A Resource Person at an in-house trai@emggden| Anurita Staf members & extension
and Domestici®encefor TheAnt inAssam or workers of tReNT
February 15, 2008.

A Resource Person at fegional Stockaking | Anurita NGOs, lawyers and govj

ment representatives.

ern-

Grassroots Experience: a few case studies for
functionaries of East Ind@aganised by NIPC(
Guwahati olugust 21, 2007.

Training orGender Mainstreaming Relevamnurita

NGO
DI

Middle level functionarie
\oluntanAssociations of E
India.

s of
ast

Trainings on use and implementation of ARTI
on February 19, 2008.

Rehana Rehman

NRHM monitoring civil soc
groups and organisations

iety

Resource Person at a two-day worksh
Leadership and Gender Budgetarganised b
SZMS & NEN on March 29 & 30, 2008 at Siv,

DRebAana & Samhita

y
Asagar

20 newly elected wor
panchayat members.

nen
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Topics

NEN Resource Person

Participants

Orientation on RElt Behali ne@zpur Sonitpur @

rRehana & Samhita

Grassroots organisationg.

the Wrld Environment Day on June 5, 2007 dimed at

linking RI and environment issues.

Talk on Wrk Related to Conflict Situation in N@r&ambhita v Womenrs organisatipn
East Indiavas held in Carnegie Endowment for women MLAs fronfedént

International Peace mstihgton D.C., USA.

|2

countries, donor grou
women leaders frorfedst
parts of the world.

psS.,

RTI Orientation for NRHM Community Monit¢fRehana

Groupsat NEDSFsuwahati.

Grassroots organisatigns
working on health issues.

Skill building on tBenstruction of a Low-Co
Latrinebetween November 12 to 19, 2007.

SAmrit Das & Zekote Naro

3 grassroots organisati
and partners of NEN f
Assam.

ons
om

Skill Enhancingra&ining on Organic Farmings
organised by NEN and Bethany Society in Shil
March 24 to 29, 2008.

Amrit
ong from

Df a
ro
rbi

35 community members
village called Etpota
Dokmoka of East Ka
Anglong.

Workshop oNMatural Resource Management
October 19, 2007, at Phek district of Nagalan

SenoTsuhah from NEN W
Cone of the speakers

Farmers andlidge leadels
from Mesulumi, Pholgmi,
Sumi,Thetsumi, Chizamni,
Enhulumi, Porba, & Sakfaba
villages of Phek district.

Training o®rganic Farmingn July 24 and 25, 20

ODavid & Zekote along
Bethany Socieyhillong

vigh

Youth Groups.

Training on Food Processing, Bamboo Craft &
Cost Latrine Constructidrom November 26 to
2007 in Phek village.

Ietshope-Thopiyelhiwe, &
2Bzkote from NEN Nagalar

d

Youth groups from Phek
District.

AProgramme dvorldAIDS DayDecember 1, 200Beno delivered the talk

organised at Nagaland Resource Centre.

Members of thBfent
organisations & institutior
Chizami.

sin

Talk onPersonal Hygienm Health Programinékte Rhakho, Keni€leopi & v Students.

organised by Government Primary School, CKeamyipe-TGuhah

\illage on March 13, 2008.

Session oGender and Healtbrganised by Darilyn Syiem v A team of interested

Meghalaya Rural Development Society in Sh
August 9, 2007.

llong on

nder
n

individuals involved in ge
and womentights issues
the rural areas.

Training on Food Processing, Bamboo Cra
Door- Mat MakirapnSeptember 28 & 29, 2007,

FINEN Resource team

Youth groups from Poiba,
Sakraba, Khomi, Pholami &
Gidemi Mages of Nagaland.

Talk orPsychology for Counselliog October 16
2007.

Darilyn

Student of Martin Luther

University in Shillong.




Topics

NEN Resource Person

Participants

Session olstrengthening the &vhens Group
Working on YW organised by Khatar Shnong
Sohra in Shillong on December 13, 2007.

Annie Sohtun
from

Local womengroups.

Atalk orMolenceAgainst V@menin the Region
Seminar cum 8th Biennial of the NEICC (Ng
India Christian Couna@hWrAssembly) Algartala
inTripura.

BAnnie
rth East
1

500 participants fro

m

diferent church denomina-

tions of the North E34
Region.

st

Speaker at thgational Consultation on Righ
Transparency and Governamarganised by So
Asia for Human Rights (SAHR) in Delhi on
2007.

konisha Behal
Lith
June 17,

National and Internatid
organisations and netwo

nal
rks.

Meeting with the governméiniats to discuss thlonisha & Samhita Government fiofals.
importance of the RALtin Jorhat on Septemper

25, 2007The meeting was organised by the CJC and

DRDA Departments.

Appeared for an interview on Tac&hannel inMonisha TV audience.

Assam regarding #divasi turmoil.

4.3 Import ant Trainings/Meetings/Conferences

FROM DELHI

Attended by NEN Members

0 Sreekala MG participated in a National planning wo@aimiyatorg Impunity: Strategies for a National Cam-

paignorganised by SAFHR in New Delhi o

n January 4, 2008.

0 Sreekala & Monisha attend&dNDBouth and South Bag ConsultationFeminist Engagement with Issues of
Conflict and Peace in the Regim€hennai on January 26 & 27, 2008.
0 Sreekala participated if\&igonal Conference on Preventionoofufe in Indimrganised BWYCHR & EU in New

Delhi on June 25, 2007.

0 Sreekala Participated irRésgional faining Institutefeminist advocacies for interlinking gender justice and economic
justice organised byWMin Chiangm&hailand betweangust 27 to September 2, 2007.
0 Sreekala Participated iNiagonal Seminar onowlen and Migratioorganised by CWDS and 1IC in New Delhi on

September 19 & 20 2007.

0 Sreekalattended Rre-Conference Meeting on PVKBMmplementatioorganised hyawyers Collective in New

Delhi on September 23, 2007.

0 Sreekala Participated in a meeting of the Core Conraitedeping\n Alternate Report to ICESGRyanized by
PWESCR in New Delhi on September 29, 2007 and subsequently in Mumbai on October 17, 2007.

FROM\SSAM

0 Anurita attended a Network Meefatgtos of Minerable \Wmenon February 5, 2008 at Guwahati called by sSSTEPS.
0 Rehana along with Samhitaje and Seno attended thdaxtinal Conference on Feminism, Education and the
Transformation of Knowledge: Processes and Institutigasized byWs (Indiafsssociationdhen Studies) in

Lucknow from February 7 to 10, 2008.

0 Anjuman participated in the National Consul@timmahJustice Refornheld on June 2 & 3, 2007 in New Delhi
organized by Human Rights Law Network.
0 Rehana, Sreekala and Seno participated in a wotkBhtRublic Health and Femirdstalysisorganised by
Sama on June 25 & 26, 2007 in New Delhi.
0 Rehana was a trainee in a month long international progranfheFemtithest Capacity Building Course on
GenderSustainable Livelihoods and Human Rigald betweekugust 17 till September 17, 2007 in Katmandu,
Nepal, organised by SANGAutiAsia Network of Feminists.
0 Anjuman participated in a onbydafaith Conclaven “Striving for Peaceful Co-existence and Harmonious Dwellings”
by interfaith coalition for Peagaigunst 17, 2007.



o

Keya was a trainee &emnder Basic Courseganised by Jagori, New Delhi in Gurgaagiusn20 to 24, 2007.
Anurita attended aMéhop obomestic Mlence and Gender Relatedliéhceorganised by NIPCCD in Guwahati
onAugust 29 to 31, 2007.

Anjuman attende&egional reining Vdrkshop on Prevention afrfureon September 13 to 15, 2007 organised in
Guwabhati bysian Centre for Human Rights.

Anurita, Keya and Rehana attetidedellevel mentoring group mee@uagronunity Mentoring of NRelganised

by Wluntary Healffssociation Assam and NRHM on October 9, 2007.

Anjuman amdinnie attendedational Consultation on PWB3 organised by Lawyers Collective in New Delhi on
October 26 & 27, 2007.

Samhita attended arWghop olomen Lead Promoting Peace and StabiliEDRIn Washington D.C. USA
between October 22-November 16, 2007.

Keya attended a Semind@relopment Induced Displacement and RehabilitationdPgéinijsed by North East
Research Centre in Guwahati on November 13 & 14, 2007.

Anjuman attended a ConventiBigbts of the People with DisabiityNovember 23, 2007 in Guwahati by Shishu
Sarothi.

Anjuman and Keya attendedrb@n Poor Conventiamganised by sSSTEPS on December 2, 2007 in Guwahati.
Anurita and Keya took part in a two-day worksangesrBudgetinigeld at Guwahati on December 6 & 7, 2007
organised by RGVN.

FROM MEGHAYA

0]
0]

(0]

Darilyn attended a one day interactive meetithgpok tBast Policydt Shillong on June 16, 2007.

Streamlet Sohtun attended a folBad&y Course on Gendmganised by Jagori in New Defigust 20 to 24,
2007.

Mornina and Streamlet attended a one-day consWhizitiesh iMations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilityat Bethany Society in ShilloAgigast 31, 2007.

Bitalinda amhnie attended a Consultation ofattee NdlodoAbhiyan, (Delhi based Organisatidiigroning of
Strategies, Roles & Responsibilities for NG@srtls the Wd Hunger Day Campai@rganized by Bosco
Reach Out Shillong on October 12, 2007, the theme of the campaign was to analyze the obligation of the Governmel
Meghalaya towards the Millennium Development Goals (MGDSs).

Mornina Nongkynrih attended trainiiA\Vo& Role of Health Care Provigdd aty UVA centre in Mumbai from
January 19 to 27, 2008.

Bitalinda Majaw akohie attended a one 8tte Level Consultation on ‘Land and Property RightsnoénV
supported and organized by KgS8rAId, and KSO at Don in Shillong on February 25, 2008.

Gina Phanbuh ahghie attended tBampaign on ®ld Hunger Daprganised by Bosco Reach Out on October 16,
2008.

FROM NAGALAND

(0]

(0]

Orientation Programme on Mahila Swasthya S@d@& \Wmen Health Committee) organised by Primary Health
Centre was attended by Seno, Kezunyipe and Keniele on July 2, 2007.

Wete, Nietshope-U & Seno attenBéstract Consultation ovbuth Employment Sumnoitganised byputh Net
andYES Campaign on July 26,.2007

Seno attendedConsultation on Nagaland State Policy tan&viorganised by Nagalarmméh Commission on
July 31, 2007.

Wete and Seno attended a meetiRyirah €chnologies and Economic Developnoeganised by Science and
Technology Department of Nagalandyost 6, 2007.

Kezunyipe & Keniele attendédhamcacy \brkshop on HIVAIDSorganised by Rukizalf&fe Society dwigust

14, 2007.

Seno attended tBeientation on PWBMWrganised in Guwahati on Septeinket2l, 2007.

Kezunyipe and Kedipfu-U Mekrisuh atteRelzdsher Course on Healtider the guidance of Medifie¢iOf
Primary Health Centre, Chizami between October 8 to November 8, 2007.

Seno participated ifCAI on Local Capacities for Peaganised by Peace In Sasith (PISA) from October 27 to
November 6, 2007 at Kathmandu, Nepal.



5. Publications

gl

A flieronThe International Criminal C
and its Relevance to IndlrmOverview,
(English anissamese).

FREE BPEM-AIR Video spotson Domestiédlence; 2007
CONCERT (hasi and English Languages),

ptesting vislence al:ilﬂE[ WOmEn UNICH BUGSETS

N RELATICIN T MOHRTH EAST s,

Union Budgets: In Relation to North E@st '

India Apaper researched and produced by 1‘"
Anjuman during her internship with the Centre
for Budget and Governakoeountability i T

(CBGA), New Delhi.

@

Acloth scrollon ‘What is CEWAwith illustrations has
been produced towards training and publicity purposes.

a— [,
& [ (W
[
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ECTTHE HbL D5 bR, RO i Pl BT Hi

.....

P i ot il s L e e s e B
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Fralrr B FEH

NEN Shillong translatdzbakletof the LawysrCollective dhers
Rights InitiativierequenthAsked Questionsn the®WD\Act 2005| - s — L1
from English into Khasi language. T

Abookletentitled ‘Paribarik Nirjatanar pora Mahila YAaak2®BpunaAdhikar Samufrotection ofdivien
from Domestict, 2005/0ur Rights) has been produdessamese language.
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6. Other Initiatives and Achievement s

AVISUAIDOCUMENRY 1875-194in collaboration with Centredora® Development Studies, New Delhi

was organised in Guwanhhis. was based on more than 300 archival photographs; the display was divided into five
sections depicting womkwves during this period. People fiemendifvalks of life including governficgdis of

came to visit the visual exhibition.

Poster Wmen an exhibition of posters of dmeeve
Movement in India was held in Guwahati and Shillong in
April 2007 his unique exhibition sought to document the
vibrant and multilayered history afther#\Movement

in India through the rich treasure house of Ploisters.

was done in consultation with Zubaan, New Delhi.

Seno $uhah from NEN Nagaland was awattted
Rani Gaidinliu Zeliang Stree Shakti Puraster
occasion of Internationaméts Day celebrated on
March 8, 2008 in New DEttd.award was presented to
Seno for herfefts and dedicated work in the field of
womeis’empowerment amiditdif circumstances and
challenges in the state of Nagaland.

Seno has been associated with NEN for the last ten years.

Sambhita Barooah was awarded a scholarshljfed

Ralph U. Stone Memorial Scholarship b @EDP
November 16, 2007 on behalf of THENcholarship

was awarded during the coursébomen Lead in
Promoting Peace and Stabilitich was held in
Washington DC, USA. Samhita represented NEN among
representatives from International NGOs and
Parliamantarians from Uganda, Nigeria, Sudan,
Afghanistan, Nepal, Rewanda, Liberia, Serra Leone and
Georgia (USPhis was a platform where the issues of
North East of India were shared with a group of media
and communication experts, international government
representatives and dondhss was a rich sharing
experience and also helped NEN gain visibility in the
international arena.

Focus Group Discussion on Information-Sharing/Communication between NGO and Grassoets W

NENS Experience

Aalochana Centre for Research and Documentation, a Pune based organisation had undertaken a research on
a particular intermediary group (NGO) uses Information Coroolsi@&ipno empower women at the
grassroots. NEN was invitédlomghana for a focus group discussion on thefgain&r2007. NEN agreed

to do so as it was felt that more and more information about new experiments in the NE regionsn relation to pec
concerns need to be shared with rest of theBemidéy India, the research was conducted in FPhgianes,

Papua New Guinea, and Fiji Islands.
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Part Il: The North East Resource Programme

Objectives:
1. The NEN Resource Programme is aimed towards building appropriate development resources for
organisations Assam, Nagaland and Meghalaya.

Activities amkthievements:
1. Natural Resource Management Component

1.1 Initiatives on Natural Resource Management (NRM) in  Assam

Sonitpur District

In Dharikati village of Sonitpur distsatn,

NEN along with two partner groups DASK and
UDVID put up an exhibition on the handloom
and food products on January 28 & 29, 2008.
This exhibition was designed to showcase the
work on woven products along with Bokashi
agriculture, vermi composting, herbal nursery
and processed foodibe programme was
organised to commemorate the Foundation Day
of DASK. Many civil society organisations, the
entire village community and Government
Forest Departmerftoidls took active part in
this programme.

KarbiAnglong District

NEN along with Bethany Society in Shillong joined hands to organize a skill enhancing training on organic fa
KarbAnglong Baptist Convention (KABE)bjective of the training was to underline the indigeieotiseand ef
ways of organic farming, create livelihood opportunity through proper market linkages and also develop
young people based in active conflicAadeamonstration on making Rice Husk Charcoal, Bamboo Charcoal &
Vinegarindigenous Micro Organisms and Bokashi was drigamisagtamme was conducted in the village of
Etpotaro Dokmoka of East Kaghong on March 24 to 29, 2008.

Research:

Astudy entitléthbmen il\griculture and Its Impact of Health and Economic BenefiaSltaridgtted by

NEN in partnership with Gramgah/Mancha (GVM), Bathou Club, Sivasagar Zila Mahila Samiti (SZMS) ar
KABCThe study revealed some interesting findings:

v Women have defined clear cut roles in agricultural activities where they undertake more manual work.

v While their decision making role in agricultural activities is quite substantial, their access to land owne
very limited.

v Frequent use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides in the agricultural fields may be leading to some of the «
ailments among women and men.

When we examine the key findings of the study within theé/ tHsin&iik, we find that the findings do not
comply with the CEIDArticles on womeatccess to land ownership, equality at work, access to healthcare and
agricultural technology

12



1.2 Skill Building T raining on NRM in Meghalaya

NEN involved its grassroots partnefAsg@mto be able

to learn the skill of constructiobc¥-&ost Latrinend

also get an exposure in 8lENA area in Um-lew-Maw-U-

Sam (Smit)INige in Meghalaya. 3 groups including Bathou
Club from district Chirang, GVM from Nalbari & Gharoa from
Nagaon took active part during this week-long programme
between November 12 to 19, 2@ participants learnt

)| about various procedures including bamboo knitting, digging
~ | of pits, measuring and knitting of rods, etc through practical
hands-on experience.

1.3 Skill Building T raining on NRM in Nagaland

v NRM activities in Nagaland had started in October 2007 to March 2008 through diat®glronithf Farmer
Phek district and outside the local village area of Chizami. Following this, a workshop on ‘Natural Resou
Managementas organized on October 19, 2007, at Phek district of Nagaland in collaboration with the Phe
District FarmgiUnion (PDFU). Farmers diag)&/leaders fronfiedént villages along with the community
church and civil society groups were brought Tdgetp@rernment representatives stressed upon the
agriculture policies and credit schemes for farmers which will enhance agricultural economy of the state. Rum
Nyusucdcademic Dean of Shalom Bible Seminary Kohimd.&nllédo, IS O.S.D from Directorate of
Industries and Commerce in Nagaland, facilitated the programme.

v At diferent times the trainings on Bamboo craft and
other skills have been organised in and around Chizami
villageThe idea has been to enhance the skills of the
youth towardgesdtive use of the rich natural resources
and to create interesting career opportunities.

(The trainings are mentioned in table 4.2.)

v A Design Intervention Programme was organised to
introduce innovative design and colmepts on
textiles traditionally woven by Chizami women for
products like cushions covers, table makss stas
facilitated by Rajiv Gautam (a product of National
Institute of Desigdnmedabad) between February 4
till 17, 2008. His inputs are expected to bring new
earning opportunities for women of the district.

v Aworkshop on Farim&ights & Bio-diversity Consemnwatiarganised on Septe@he007 at the NEN
Resource Centre for 24 participansstam and Nagaland.
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2. Social Enhancement Component
2.1 Skill Building on RTI  Actin Assam

NEN has been conducting trainingdAct R Sivasagar
Golaghat, Bongaigaon, Jorhat distiAcsaof for Block,

Circle and Panchayat level governifi@atsofo as to
sensitize them to meet the needs of commonTdigzens.
trainings were concluded in Octobef2iB0¥as a face to

face interaction and an experience sharing exercise between
the governmenticals and NENjartner groups.

An orientation programmeldadRwas conducted by NEN

for 20 members of the Community Monitoring Group of Health
Services under the NRétMFebruary 19, 2008e

members were from various organisatissefvorking on health isshesnain objective was to TiskdR

to find information related to implementation processes of various healthcardamnicehantditinder

the NRHM programme. Bl&Ni called “Information is Power” was screened and copies were distributed amon
the members.

A Two-Day W orkshop on Leadership and Gender Budgeting for Newly Elected W omen

Panchayat Members

The training on leadership and gender budgeting was held in collaboration with SZMS & NEN on March 29 &
at Sivasagarhe subject was simplified and the women were able to comprehend the realities of state functi
and how resource allocations are made from state to district exchequers.

NEN along with T82A| Public Hearing
organised a Pubjiés a follow up of this
Hearing with civil socjd#garing, NEN and SATRA
groups, governm rﬁpprpached Fhe court and
officials, local media q"ﬁe.d'a and informed the
beneficiaries of the In i,{‘/‘Eg}gll-ance Commission of the
nistry of Rural Deve-
Awas Yojna (IX)| lopmentabout the lapses that
schemeThe dificiald were discovered in the
made a pubic promisgti@aring. The concerned
mitigate all irregularifi€@anchayat official was
in this scheme and| spended as aresult of this
finally complete th@Matve.
undone workhis was a public advocacy initiative through peaceful means which generated tresnendous pe:
support for IRAand the activists working on good governancésssum.in

NEN set up RTI application filing countand also
screened the film on Right to Information movement
“Information is Power” produced by NEN duriffg the 72
Conference of thAssam VWmers ConferenceAdsam
Pradeshik Mahila Samiti on December 14 & 15, 2007 at
TezpurThis conference focused extensively on the use of
RTIAct and this provided NEN an opportunity to reach out
to various traditional womenganisations, woreen’
groups, youtitganisations and partner gridgsibers

of NEN Shillong, GuwahatAgsdm were present

for the conference.
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Advocacy and Network Building

In May 2007, Monisha Behal and the NEN team extensively networked with the national groups, national and
print media with regard to serious threats that were being received byl$acte/ststsBam. Several e-

mails and letters were sent out to generate public interest on this issue. Following this, the then Chief Informe
CommissionerAgsam Shri. Ranjit S. Mooshahary issued an order (D.O. No. SCIC. 6/2007, May 24, 2007), to th
Chief SecretaryAgsam to initiate an impartial inquiry and provide protection to the people taking lead role ir
establishing th&@ Reulture ilsssam.

NEN members participated and took the initiative of networking with natiosajlevpswochanademicians
on feminist studies in a conference organized Agdoci@ioof Vwmers Studies between February17 to 1
2008 in Lucknow University in Uttar Pradesh. It was a platform where both practitiongigsoamemen’
academicians on feminist studies came together tofdiecugsagiérs based on their works and experience.

2.2 Handloom W ork Progressin Assam
The handloom activities in this period continued with the weaving of cotton products and marketing through exhib
and counter sales. NEN members are imvdéxegloping capacities of the field stadfking to network with
diferent bodies like NEDFiABRREtc to include NEN to be a part of their seasonal handloom exhibitions and fairs.
This handholding will enhance the capacities of the women weavers and also bridge the gap of lack of specia
designers.

HANDLOOM EXHIBITIONS & MEETINGS

DATE PLACE ACTIVITIES

October 10-13, 2007 | Numaligarh Refinery ltdHandloom Exhibition

October 23 JharobarAssam Field visit for monitoring with the weavers

October 30 Bossagaon, Kazirangg Eye check up camp for weavers in collaboration with|district
Administration through its blindness control programine

October 31- November|XKaziranga Field visit for yarn distribution and product procurement

2007

Oct 22- November 17, PU@&&hington, USA Sale of handloom products

November 13, 2007 Mirza and Jharobari Survey on prevalenceA¥\¢ases in field area with 10
households for the International Campaign Prédsting V

November 30 & 31, 20(|)'Kaziranga Field visit for yarn distribution and collection of finished products
December 15 & 16, 20(|)7I'ezpu,rAssam Exhibition and sale of products duringrttess\Zonferenge

of TDMS
February 14, 2008 Guwabhati NENicé Meeting with external consultant
March 3, 2008 Guwahati NENioé Meeting with external consultant
March 24, 2008 NEN Guwahatfioé Internal meeting to plan product range and marketing strategy
March 31, 2008 Guwabhati Networking with NEDFi and Gramshree Exhibition

2.3 Skill Building on Gender Issues in Meghalaya

Gender Reproductive Health Right s (GRHR) Training Phase |l

The second phase of the GRHR training was held from January 22 to 24, 2008 which mainly focused on sexua
reproductive health righte objective of the training was to increase awareness and bridge the gap on gender
issues, adolescent sexuyaglititics of health, contraceptive and safe-sex practices.

NEN Meghalaya has been trying to form groups of women in the village of Um-lew-Maw-U-Sam (Smit); a cons

able amount of work has been done in the months prior to O&tiaien20p meeting was held in March 28,
2008, where the group came up with the following action plan:
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Education for all and awareness on sanitation and cleanliness.

Improved womgihlealth status and access to better health care facilitates.
Avillage free of social evils akd V

Development in terms of better roads and bridges in the village.

2.4 Skill Building on Local Issues in Nagaland: Engaging with Community and Local

Partners

Workshop on Gender & Heailths organised in collaboration with(PB@#A Baptist Chriséissociation)
for participants from Longleng district of Nagaland from December 18 and 19, 2007. Facilitators of NEN N
sensitised the participants on larger health issues from a gender point of view

From December 18 t019, 2007 Sreekala and NEN Nagaland team including SereteKeailgkgechd W
a two-daysender and Health trainprggramme. Participants friarediffields of academics, government
health department, NGOs, Church and other civil society groupsTjerticipitegl covered issues of
health as a holistic component, disease mapping, health care services, understatingappimdpr
which highlighted the reproductive health.

AHealth Programme was organised at Government Primary Schatg€lunaviareh 13, 20Q8lka
onpersonal hygieneas delivered byet®, Keniele & Kezunyipe for the students.

Atalk onHIV/AIDS &dmens Health was delivered by Seno & Kezunyipe on March 29, 2008 in Losami
village of Nagaland for women in the community

Vv NEN realized that the need to
create new learning grounds for young
minds can be met by bringing @bliut
awareness through movemeNEN

aims atreating a platform for people to
connect among themselves; open up and
fight their inhibitions leading to creative
thinkingAfour-day Dancekkshop was
organized at Chizami from December 7
|| to 10, 2007 with young participants from
Kohima, Mokokchung, Peren and Phek.
Gilles Chuyen, a renowned international
| dancerand choreographer was the

\Y

resource person. NEN envisages a group
from Nagaland to be future performers who will learn, share and perhaps be future catalysts of influ
performing arts in the State.

Keeping theraditionalArtAlive Through Programme Units in Nagaland

Handloom Unit under the Livelihood Programme

A traditional Dye making demonstration was organized by N tite thputs from an external resource
Resource Centre on March 28, 2008 to document available ipeiggenBaty Gautam, NEN has opened
knowledge on natural dye making involving expertise from ﬁlz\éﬁlﬁ'iﬁ {Agm weaving component in
village as resource persbhis was the first experiment whigh Wa

carried out and in future too the promotion of natural dygsoffulgbncepts and marketing among
strengthen the handloom weaving programme in NEN resojmen@eriréne community.

Resource Centre Chizami. This is
g to newer ways of looking at design
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Food Processing Unit

Monisha and Seno visited CFTRI (Centr&@dhomdbgical Research Institute) Mysore, Karnataka to discuss
about the possibilities of setting up the Food Processing Unit in Chizamia$idisevesred that institutional

support does not cover community based smaller initiatives like NEN but larger corporates and companies for s
rior technology trandteras thus decided that the Food processing unit will now cqrraeaimapeaatuction

meant for local markets and will continue with the use of basic equipments and manual tools.

Floriculture Unit

The NEN Resource Centre has started a Floriculture Unit with the help of Horticulture Department, Governme
Nagalandhis initiative aims at creating new income generating opportunities and also add to the aesthetics at 1
CentreAt present the flowers nanm@lgniurandStattic€both dry flowers) have been planted in the unused area

of the Centre to help push start this initiative.

Other Unit s in Pipeline
NEN Nagaland has acquired land donated by the villagers in order to construct small units in the Resource Ce
NEN will be seeking financial support from within the country to enable us build these units through 2008.

The following units are planned:
Waist-loom weaving

Pottery making

v
v

v Dry flower production

v Primary fruit processing
v

Museum of Nagaland crafts and folk arts
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Part Ill: Making RTIl a People’ s Mandate for Good
Governance in  Assam

Objectives:

1. Promote state accountability throughspeapieipation.

2. Develop the culture of asking for information on diverse development programmes among grassroots com
and promote the use DifARt.

Activities andchievements:

1. Orientation on RTI for the Grassroot s Organisations in Assam

The preparation process for trainingongtarted in January 2007 and in the month offebrgaciunteers
from the local groups were interviewed and selected fiaywéhped MiddiesamThis was followed by an
intensive in-house training onTh&cRfor the selected volunt@ées.trainings were centrally organised at
Tezpur diice also callédnajorivhich acted as a local centre for deliberations and logistical work.

Thereafter the volunteers were entrusted with the responsibility to deliver trainings as well as conduct work
their respective areas. This was done so as to build capacities of the local organisations to continue advoc
boost the implementationToA& as local leaders. NEN members visitddrére ttitations along with the
trainers in order to guide them through the process of training the community members.

2. Workshop on Budget Analysis on V arious Government Schemes

We know that money comes into
a State for schemes, healthcare,
roads and rehabilitation
programmes. It was with the
successive Fivear Planning
meetings (held in the NE for
NGOs and womgmgroups),

that almost all participants
addressed the realities of
povertydenial of support to rural
areas by governmeificefs,

non accessibility to support
services and basic needs that
motivated us to look at state
budgets, resource allocations and the like. In this context NEN organised a four-day workshop on budget
under the aegis of Centre for Budget GovernAccelwantdbility (CBGA), New Delhi from July 3 to 6, 2007.

3. RTI Exposure for NEN Partner Group s

NEN organised an exposure visit between November 19 to 22, 2007 for grassroots organisations and pal
Assam to visit the organisations workingoDéihis was to orient the volunteers from the selected organisations
to understand the functioning and implementationl AttlieR a national perspective and also to exchange
ideas on strategies adopted.
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4. Reaching Out to the Community Directly & Through Partners

NEN has constantly been building capacities of its partner orgarlisatigresanrBsult of which people in
diferent villages have started toTlladlications and have started to contribute towards facilitating the
implementation of ti@édRt Atotal number of 30PBople belonging tiedint ethnic communitiéssam and

other states were made aware on the tdpic of R

103 RTApplications were filed in Sonitpur districkggam in the month Atigust 2007. Following this, 41
RTIApplications were filed in Goalpara district and 36 inA¢eglioing. Corruption and misappropriation of

funds under different schemes in the rural areas is an important issue that these applications seek to address.
Other than thesellRpplications have also been filed in the districts ,dN&gabar Golaghat, Jorhat and
Dibrugarh éfssam.

Apart from this NEN members have been
directly interacting with community
members in meetings and on telephone
to assist them in filifdPpplications and
answering their enquiries.

3 Based on NEN internal project reports including workshop, training and seminar reports and research documents.
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Part IV: Building a Cross/Multi-Sectoral, Gender-Sensitive
Approach to V AW in the S tate of Meghalaya

Objectives:

1. To start a process of partnership betweernsvgoowgas and state agencies to coAier V

2. To build a gender sensitive approach to victims and survivors of gender violence among police and n
personnel.

Activities amkthievements:

1. Collaborating with the Government Dep  artment s on the Issue of V AW

Continuing the interventions
i rough the process first

under the project, in {hi& :
formal contact with the

year considera Iﬁealth Department
developments were MaQggarding the study was

The process of linking egablished. An official
with the Health| permission was given by the
Departmenstarted withHealth Department

the project sharing me 5 igning one of the doctors,
.a fady gynaecologist, as the

or_ganlsed n consu_lta '3 contact person who will
with CEHR\ Mumbai oassist NEN in conducting the
June 27, 2007 in Shillpmesearch. Most import antly
This was to share {héAW as crucial health

project concept, objectiy§sue came to  be

and activities in order to create involvemenrficithénathe project. Some f :é’a%tnn';i? by the

importantfifials from the health department including doctors from twolgovernment

hospitals in Shillong and a senior Bo&dR. Lanong of the Directorate of Health Services, Meghalaya participate

in the meeting.

Alongside, on June 28, 2007 an orientation programme was organized for the NEN project team where in
learnings from a similar project byl,QiHAbai were shared by the facilitesagxercise led the NEN team to
assess the local situation and see what could be applied in Shillong TrprojgeflGE kbam was introduced

to diferent components, approaches and methodologies relating to the research.

A similar meeting was organised w
Director General of Polioa July 2
2007 in Shillong in consultation
Gender Sensitive Police Project (G
Mt Anil PradhaAdditional Direct
General of Police (ADGP) CID Bran
A.K MathpaDGPlechnical Branch, [f
D.V GuruprasafiDGP(R&T) Karnata
andAnasuya Sengupta, State Coord|
of the GSPRarnataka and also wor
with UNICEF along with her collg
Rovina Bastian and ditiafs of Polic
Department, Shillong.
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Action Research — Phase |

Between August — October 2007, the study in the Police Department started. The objectives of
the study were firstly, to document the seven police stations in Shillong and secondly, to
understand the perception of the officials on VAW and the challenges that they encounter in
handling such cases.

Action Research — Phase I

From November 2007 — February 2008, the research continued in Civil Hospital and Ganesh
Das Hospital in Shillong. Some of the initial problems were related to the heavy schedules of
the doctors as well as lack of openness on part of the respondents. Yet, in spite of all these
challenges, the researchers felt that talking to the respondents and hospital employees has
fostered a relationship and promoted their interest on women'’s rights.

Outcomes of the initiative

v Laid the foundation of a healthy association with the Police and the Health Departments
and led to official agreements between the two Departments and NEN to undertake the
research.

v  Created a thought wave among the authorities to address VAW in a more sensitive manner.

v Provided an insight to the officials to the PWDVA leading to their keen interest in contributing
towards the implementation the Act.

VvV A possibility of counselling cells within the Police Stations.

Vv Members of the Health Department are seeking help and suggestions from NEN regarding
VAW cases.

Capacity Building for the research team

Exposure to Karnataka — The project team visited Karnataka from January 29 — February 3,
2008 to get first hand experience of the GSPP. The team attended a gender sensitization
workshop for the Sub-Inspectors, which was held in the Police Training College, Gulbarga. This
was followed by an in-depth interaction with Dr. D.V. Guruprasad, ADGP (R&T) of Karnataka
Police and also a visit to a gender friendly model police station in Malleshwaram.

Exposure to Mumbai — The project team also visited the Dilaasa Crisis Centre and CEHAT from
March 10-12, 2008 as part of the IDRC Project for cross exchanging of ideas, exposure and
learning purposes. The team also met with Dr. Seema Malik, the Medical Superintendent of K.
B. Bhabha Hospital and Project Director of Dilaasa, who spoke about the challenges towards
the integration of the project within the hospital.

Document ation and Analysis of the Findings

The process of analysis and report preparation was completed between February to March
2008, sharing workshops were held with the officials of the two departments in the following
months.
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Part V. Making of A North East Development T rust Fund
(NEDTF)

Small Grants and Fellowshigtivities

North East Network facilitated the creation of a NEDTF way back in 2004 with the idea of giving support to orge
and individuals contributing to social and economic development in thesNogdnEzst.a/¢mall group of
concerned individuals to form a core team towards setting up the Fund. While the project started in 2005 we pr
steadily with the Small Grants and Fellowships and completed the work on Decéngbeatsite 200vork

done by those organisations which received support are given below:

Spreading Right to Information (Assam)

Enhancing Natural Resource Management (Assam and Meghalaya)
Promoting Mental health Care in the Region (Assam)

Internship onsvalArts, Graphics anddiwork (Nagaland)

Skill development for the physically challenged young people (Assam)
Training programmes in Mushroom Cultivation (Assam)

Gender budgeting &malysis (Assam)

Pre-emptivEaining in Peace Educalibroretical aAdtivism (Assam)
Translation and printing of Resource book on Mental Health (Assam)
Community Intervention for Mitigetiegc@gainst Wmen (Meghalaya)
Rejuvenating folk songs, nursery rhymes and folklore (Nagaland)
Music Meo on Sexuality &mdi Discrimination (Meghalaya)
Accountability afrdnsparency learning amoraggh (Nagaland)
Documenting daily lives of people through bus journeys (Meghalaya)
Scaling toy making as a profitable home activity (Nagaland)
Internship to the Madras Crafts Foundation (Nagaland)

Internship for a Diploma in DakshinaChitra in Chennai (Manipur)

K K <K<K <K<K<K<K<K<K<KK<K<KKKLKKL

Through our visits in the NE and conversations, it was evident that there was a great need for streng
organisational development and management within Thesrggiops themselves have articulated a need to
become financially sefieggeht and have better internal systems in place. Overall, most of the organisations w
punctual in submitting their reports; though many of the Fellows, this being their first time, were not well org:
submitting their reports and financial rE€kerdfore, a certain amount of guidance and supervision was required
There is still a felt need, for both organisations and for individuals to learn improved financial management
a bit of professionalism and in-depth documentation of their work.
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Part VI: Budget
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Our Team

Current @&am(InAlphabetical Order)
Alpana D. Choudhury
Amrit Das

Annie. |. Sohtun
Anurita.PHazarika
Bitalinda Majaw

Bornali Das

Darilyn Syiem

Eleazar Marwein

. Gina Phanbuh
10.1badasuklin Kharshandi
11. Kedipfu-U Mekrisuh
12.Keniel&hopi
13.Kezunyipe-TGuhah
14.Leena Uppal
15.Lhweku Lohe

16. Molly Elias

17.Dr. Monisha Behal (Chairperson)
18.Mornina. J. Nongkynrih
19. Nietshope-Uhopi
20.Padmakanta Ngate
21.Pramila Daimari
22.Puran Singh
23.Rufendopo

24. Samhita Barooah
25.Senolsuhah
26.Sreekala MG (Executive Director)
27.Streamlet. R. Sohtun
28. Sujit Ghosh

29. Sushila Swer

30. Tapan Deka
31.VilieTsuhah
32.Wekhrolo Lohe
33.Wekowe-U

34.Wete Rhakho
35.Zekote Naro

Members who have moved on
AnjumaAra Begum

Giti Moni Das

Junumoni Das

Keya Bardalai

Nayantara Sharma
Neesha Dutt

Rehana Rehman

Rhona Bhuyan
Yelhiweélsuhah
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