
About North East Network

North East Network (NEN) is a women’s organisation working in the north east region

of India with a focus on women’s human rights. Ever since its inception in 1995, our

role has been that of a facilitator to empower women of northeast around issues of

livelihood, health, conflict and governance through capacity building, awareness

raising, networking, research and advocacy.

NEN works towards promoting gendered understandings of human rights situation

in the region whether it’s in the context of violence, livelihood, conflict, natural resource

management or health. NEN uses a combination of national and international

mechanisms in its advocacy efforts and disseminating information about them in

English and local languages in the north east of India.

NEN works directly in Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland and New Delhi. Perspective

building leading to conceptual clarity and advocating for effective implementation of

laws related to women, particularly at the grassroots level, has been an important

part of NEN’s work in Assam and Meghalaya. NEN Nagaland focuses on creating a

conducive environment using innovative ways of engaging youth in all its activities

like creating interesting  livelihood options, arts and cultural forms and environmental

issues. NEN’s network extends to organisations and groups at local, national and

international levels allowing for a mutual exchange of ideas and learning of new

innovations.
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Foreword

Right from its inception, North East Network (NEN) has been engaging in a number of issues concerning
women and human rights at the local national and international levels. This year too, our offices at Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland and New Delhi have been working around five programmes:

· Locating and Mainstreaming Women’s Rights in Conflict Situations of North East India: This
year has been significant. NEN participated in several national and international programmes related
to Universal Periodic Report (UPR), NGO report on Economic Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR) and
UN resolution 1325. Advocating for the Protection of Women Against Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA),
2005 & National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) and highlighting the specific issues of human rights in
the North East Region have been NEN’s important endeavours. The Convention to Eliminate all forms
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) has been an integral part of NEN’s work ever since inception.
Publicising and following up on CEDAW Concluding Observations has been an ongoing activity of the
organisation this year too.

· North East Resource Programme in Assam, Meghalaya and Nagaland: Our consistent efforts at
local levels through skill and perspective building with youth groups, men’s networks and traditional
institutions saw them institutionalising a rights based approach and expressing gender concerns in
their work. Community support in the form of donations of land in Meghalaya and Nagaland  to build
Resource Centres has been of great value to NEN.

· Making Right To Information (RTI) Act a people’s mandate for good governance in Assam: NEN
has been able to promote state accountability through people’s participation and to develop the culture
of asking for information through the use of RTI Act.

· Building a Multi Sectoral Sender Sensitive Approach to Violence Against Women in Meghalaya:
There have been effective partnership between women’s groups and state agencies like the police and
medical personnel to counter Violence Against Women (VAW) and ensure institutional commitments to
adopting gender sensitive approaches in their services.

· Making of A North East Development Trust Fund (NEDTF): As envisioned, NEN initiated a small
Grants and Fellowships Project under the NEDTF as a precursor to the activities of the Foundation for
Social Transformation: Enabling North East India.

At the organisation level, several internal policy changes were initiated. As part of this, a new Executive
Director was appointed.

I would like to acknowledge the continued support we received from the Ford Foundation, New Delhi, EED,
Germany, IDRC, Canada, WOCAN, Nepal and our well wishers and partner organisations. I would also like
to acknowledge the effort of my colleagues in preparing this report.

Sreekala MG,
Executive Director.
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Part I: Locating and Mainstreaming W omen’ s Right s in
Conflict Situations

Objectives:
1. To carry out advocacy and action-oriented research on women’s rights issues with the aim of responding to

multiple advocacy strategies that are being used by rights based groups in the region for policy changes and
improving service provisions.

2. To act as a centre for documentation and information dissemination through its Resource Centre.

Activities and Achievements:

1. Fact Finding and Research

1.1 The Functioning of ASHA 1  Component in Nalbari District of Assam
A short study on the functioning of the ASHA component under the NRHM was conducted between July to November
2007 by NEN. This was to document the functioning of the ASHA and the problems faced by them while performing
the roles prescribed under the NRHM. The findings reiterate some of the basic loopholes in the process of
implementation and functioning of the scheme. The key findings have been disseminated through national and local
level advocacy platforms and health networks in  Assam and other states.

1.2 Action Research Involving the Police and Health Dep artment s
NEN Meghalaya entered into the process of engaging with the state Police and Health Departments on gender
sensitive responsiveness between August to October 2007. In this regard, an indepth survey and meetings with the
officials and decision makers of the two Departments  were conducted. This was to sensitize the officials dealing with
health and legal concerns, to look at VAW as a crucial women’s health concern and take action in addressing the
issue more sensitively.

1.3 Document ation of Atrocities on Adivasi  Women in Guwahati
During a rally taken out by All Adivasi Student’s Association of Assam (AASAA) demanding Scheduled Tribe status for
the tea community, mob violence occurred on November 24, 2007 in Beltola in Guwahati in Assam. Women in the
rally were targeted and many were beaten up. Sexual harassment, including stripping of an Adivasi woman was
reported. Based on media reports, NEN documented the cases of violence inflicted on eighteen women, aged between
15-40 years, who took part in the rally and were undergoing treatment in the Guwahati Medical College & Hospital
and Mohendra Mohan Choudhury Hospital. NEN prepared a fact finding report between November 29 & 30 2007 and
presented the findings to the Inquiry Commission on Beltola Violence constituted by Government of Assam on January
27, 2008. Gross violation of human rights including mental and sexual abuse was reported through this exercise.

2. Advocacy , Public Debate & T raining

2.1 Engaging with Local Administration on Domestic V iolence
NEN has been working with the Dorbars2 on the issue of addressing VAW in Meghalaya. After an extensive process
of discussions, meetings and interactions with members of different Dorbars, three Sub-Committees on VAW were
finally formed comprising of both women and men. In August 2007, NEN and the representatives of the Sub-Committees
held meetings with two Dorbars in Shillong to share the proceedings of National Conference on PWDV Act
implementation and to plan follow up action. A s a result, a signature campaign to pressurise the government to
implement the PWDV Act in Meghalaya was planned.  A Petition urging the State Social Welfare Minister, Mr. Martle
Mukhim to take necessary action for the speedy appointment of Protection Officers, identification and selection of
Service Providers to step up the functioning of the PWDVA was signed in October 2007.

1 Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA)
2 Local Governance Institutions in Meghalaya.
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2.2 International Women’s Day Celebrated in Assam & Meghalaya

A Women’s Convention entitled Development, Equality and Peace was organised by NEN in collaboration with Assam
Mahila Samata Society (AMSS) on International Women’s Day at Guwahati on March 8, 2008. The Convention was
aimed at stock taking of ground realities of government programmes regarding health, employment, education and
women in difficult circumstances. It aimed at tracking the state obligations towards women’s rights in the state of
Assam. This Convention was attended by almost 400 women from all over Assam and many of them presented their
experiences before Dr. Syeda Hameed, Member Planning Commission, Government of India, who was invited as
Chief Guest.

NEN Shillong organised a half-day programme to honour all the women Padmashree Awardees from Meghalaya to
acknowledge them for their contribution to the state. There was a convergence of women from diverse fields to
showcase their work and achievements in art, performing arts, handicraft, health initiatives and micro entrepreneurial
skills.

2.3 Advocacy on PWDV Act

In May 2007, the UNIFEM South Asia Regional Office moderated a Gender Community, Solution E-Exchange
programme. NEN provided inputs on the status of the implementation of the PWDV Act in the states of Meghalaya,
Assam and Nagaland. NEN is a part of the National Monitoring Committee on PWDV Act. Lawyers Collective, New
Delhi had prepared a set of Monitoring Indicators for measuring progress of PWDVA Implementation. These were

developed for the Ministry of Women and
Child Development (MWCD) and were
revisited by the National Commission for
Women. The database was presented to
the MWCD. NEN members have been
participating and contributing to several
meetings organised nationally by Lawyers
Collective during the year. As a follow up
to the Second National Women’s
Conference on Mechanisms for Effective
Implementation of the PWDVA held on
February 18 to 20, 2007 at Delhi, NEN
members presented a paper.

Following this, members of NEN Shillong
interacted with the Department of Social
Welfare and the Chairperson, Meghalaya

State Commission for Women and forwarded copies of the following:

v Memorandum on the Recommendations from the Second National Women’s Conference on the Implementation
of the PWDV Act 2005 were presented to the Members of Parliament.

v Concluding Observations of the CEDAW.

On November 30, 2007, NEN Shillong had filed an RTI on the implementation status of the PWDV Act in Meghalaya.
The Additional Director of Social Welfare, Shillong, Meghalaya, responded to our application. This involvement has
deepened our association with the concerned Department.

2.4 16-Days International Campaign to Stop Violence Against Women and Girls

NEN has been actively involved in raising awareness about gender-based violence as a human rights issue at the
local, national and international levels. NEN has been observing the 16-Days Campaign since 2002 in the NE region.
This has proved to be strategically important for NEN to pressurise the local government to implement the law made
for elimination of all forms of Violence Against Women.
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In 2007, Action Aid, sSTEP, RGVN, AMSS and NEDFi joined hands with NEN to participate in this Campaign. These
groups have together formed a forum called the NE Action to Stop VAW of which NEN has been one of the main
strategic planners and think tanks. NEN helped the forum to develop contents for posters, hoardings, banners, etc
and contributed towards the distribution of the IEC material to various organisations in districts in Assam like Sonitpur,
Darrang, Cachar, Nagaon, Sivasagar, Karimganj, Baksa and Karbi Anglong.

3. National Advocacy on W omen’ s Right s Issues

3.1 Universal Periodic Report
Sreekala participated in the India National Consultation for preparation of Stakeholders Report under the Universal
Periodic Review organised by FORUM-ASIA and ACHR, New Delhi, on November 14 &15, 2007. In this Consultation,
NEN along with other NE  based groups raised the issues of conflict,  AFSPA  (Armed  Forces  Special  Power’s  Act)
and  the  need  for  compliance  with  the  United Nations Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security by the State.

FOCUS ON WOMEN’S RIGHTS
Media Advocacy:
Various mediums have been used to popularize the salient features of the PWDV Act, 2005.
Radio broadcast s in the form of a play was aired on November 26, 2007. Anurita spoke on the
Campaign through an interview.
Further, 15 classified advertisement s on the Act were broadcasted through Prasar Bharati throughout
the Campaign period.

Responding to local context:
On South Asia Women’s Day, November 29, 2007, NEN made an appeal to the international community
to condemn atrocities on Adivasi women. The report on the fact finding exercise was submitted to the
National Commission for Women members Nibha Konwar and Manju Hembrom, and also to the
Manisana  Commission appointed by the state government to develop justice mechanism for the
sufferers.

Campaign initiatives in Shillong:
An essay contest for college and university students was organised as part of Campaign on VAW
between November 25 and December 10, 2007. The topic of the contest was Violence against
women: how relevant is the issue in the context of Meghalaya  Through this, NEN aimed at
involving students in the discussions on human rights, particularly on women’s rights issues.

On the World Human Right s Day, December 10, 2007, A Human  Right s Concert  was also organized
in order to raise awareness on the PWDV Act. Here a spot on domestic violence created by the
Shillong team was also released and screened.

Campaign initiatives in Nagaland:
A Programme on World AIDS Day, December 1, 2007 , was organised at Nagaland Resource Centre.
Different activities were organised during the programme.

v A talk was delivered on Gender and HIV/AIDS.
v An open Badminton Tournament and a Buffet in aid of donation towards persons living with

HIV/AIDS in Nagaland were organised.

Research and Dissemination:
A survey on perceptions on VAW was conducted by NEN amongst 100 respondents in Guwahati. The
findings were disseminated through a Press meet on November 28, 2007.

NEN members articulated the concerns and status of the implementation of PWDV Act in Assam
through a symposium on VAW which was organised by the NE Action to Stop VAW on December 12,
2007 as the concluding event of the campaign.
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More than 200 NGOs including NEN submitted their own Stakeholder’s Report to the UN Human Rights Council
under the banner of People’s Forum for UPR in India. Following the above Consultation, NEN along with Human
Rights Alert, Imphal called for a press meet on November 22, 2007 in Guwahati.

3.2 NGO Report on ESCR

NEN has been contributing significantly to
the development of an NGO report to the
ESCR Committee on India’s record of
fulfillment of ESCR rights in the country.
This report is brought out under People’s
Collective on ESCR and is being
coordinated by PWESCR (Programme on
Women’s Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights), New Delhi. It can be viewed on
the website: http://www2.ohchr.org/
english/bodies/cescr/cescrs40.htm
Our contribution to the process and the
report has been in two capacities. NEN
being a part of  the Core Committee,
helped plan the NGO report with
PWESCR from its initial stages.  NEN has
also been part of the drafting committee

of  the report and helped in the development of chapters within the framework of UNESCR. Additionally, NEN conducted
a consultation in Manipur in collaboration with Human Rights Alert; Imphal involving the human rights groups to
discuss ESCR concerns to be included in the report.

3.3 Conflict & UNSC Resolution 1325

Monisha and Sreekala attended a regional workshop on Women and armed conflict in Asia: UN resolution 1325:
making it work in Asia in Thailand in November 2007. This workshop was organised by Forum Asia and it was a useful
platform to learn about the use of UN resolution 1325 in the Asia Pacific region and also to share about how NEN has
used the Resolution through the CEDAW reporting process and disseminated information about CEDAW through
trainings.

3.4 CEDAW & Concluding Observations

NEN has been continuing its efforts to publicise and push for implementing the Concluding Observations related to
VAW, health and budget analysis of CEDAW through various forums. The Concluding Observations were also used
as a bench mark while preparing the NGO report on ESCR.

4. A Quick Glance at Learning Opportunities
4.1 Trainings Organized for Civil Society Organisations by NEN

Training               Participants        Purpose

Orientation on Understanding the PWDV Act, 2005
on September 11 & 12, 2007 in Guwahati, in collaboration
with Lawyer’s Collective, New Delhi

Project Officers, Lawyers, Service
Providers, Government Nodal
Agencies, State Commission for
women, women’s organisations and
the police personnel from 6 north
east states

To understand the spirit and
nuances of the Act and to
consolidate strategies to
implement it.

Training of Trainers (TOT) on Budget Analysis on
July 3 & 6, 2007 in association with the Centre for Budget
and Governance Accountability (CBGA), New Delhi.

v

Civil Society groups from Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura, Nagaland and
Manipur.

The training aimed at
generating civil society
activism in the field of
budget analysis.

v
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Training          Participants      Purpose

vHealth Workers of Dharikathi Ajon
Swasthya Kendra (a long-term
partner of NEN), ASHAs and
Anganwadi workers.

Refresher training on first aid, preventive measures
for common diseases; mother & child health in October
2007 facilitated by medical personnel from Phulbari tea
Estate, Sonitpur district

Women’s health concerns.

4.2 Trainings, T alks and Present ations Conducted by NEN Members

Topics       NEN Resource Person                        Participants

vOrientation for Assistant Sub Inspectors on PWDVA
on June 19, 2007 at Police Training College (PTC),
Dergaon, Assam.

Sreekala & Samhita Barooah Police officers

Two-day workshop on Gender budgeting at IIBM by
RGVN in Guwahati on December 6 & 7, 2007.

Anjuman Ara Begum v Staff of NGOs

Training on Human Rights on June 25, 2007 in
Guwahati

Anjuman v Police officers

Training for Sub-Inspectors undergoing Promotion
Cadre Course on RTI and Domestic Violence Act on
October 5, 2007 at PTC.

Samhita & Anjuman v Police officers

Presentation of a paper at a Seminar Peace Process
and Development of Northeast India: A Gender
Perspective organised by Centre for Women’s Studies
Dibrugarh University of Assam on March 25 & 26, 2008.

Samhita & Sreekala Students, academicians,
activists and civil society
representatives

v

Presentation on understanding Violence Against
Women in a meeting organised by sSTEPS in
Guwahati on September 16, 2007.

Anurita P. Hazarika 60 women street vendors
& slum dwellers.

v

Speaker at a Symposium on Role of Media in
Projecting Women’s Issues organised by Assam
State Commission for Women on December 27, 2007,
Guwahati.

Anurita NGOs, media, govern-
ment representatives.

v

A Resource Person at an in-house training on Gender
and Domestic Violence for The Ant in Assam on
February 15, 2008.

Staff members & extension
workers of the ANT.

vAnurita

A Resource Person at the Regional Stock Taking
Conference on Implementation of PWDVA, 2005 in
Kolkata organised by National Commission for Women
and Lawyers Collective on February 9 &10, 2008.

NGOs, lawyers and govern-
ment representatives.

vAnurita

Training on Gender Mainstreaming Relevant
Grassroots Experience: a few case studies for NGO
functionaries of East India organised by NIPCCD,
Guwahati on August 21, 2007.

Middle level functionaries of
Voluntary Associations of East
India.

vAnurita

Trainings on use and implementation of RTI Act
on February 19, 2008.

Rehana Rehman NRHM monitoring civil society
groups and organisations

v

Resource Person at a two-day workshop on
Leadership and Gender Budgeting organised by
SZMS & NEN on March 29 & 30, 2008 at Sivasagar.

Rehana & Samhita 20 newly elected women
panchayat members.

v

6



Orientation on RTI at Behali near Tezpur, Sonitpur on
the World Environment Day on June 5, 2007 aimed at
linking RTI and environment issues.

v

v

v

v

v

Topics       NEN Resource Person                        Participants

Rehana & Samhita Grassroots organisations.

Talk on Work Related to Conflict Situation in North
East India was held in Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace in Washington D.C., USA.

Samhita Women’s organisations,
women MLAs from different
countries, donor groups,
women leaders from different
parts of the world.

RTI Orientation for NRHM Community Monitoring
Groups at NEDSF, Guwahati.

Rehana Grassroots organisations
working on health issues.

Skill building on the Construction of a Low-Cost
Latrine between November 12 to 19, 2007.

Amrit Das & Zekote Naro 3 grassroots organisations
and partners of NEN from
Assam.

Skill Enhancing Training on Organic Farming was
organised by NEN and Bethany Society in Shillong from
March 24 to 29, 2008.

Amrit 35 community members of a
village called Etpotaro
Dokmoka of East Karbi
Anglong.

Workshop on Natural Resource Management on
October 19, 2007, at Phek district of Nagaland.

Seno Tsuhah from NEN was
one of the speakers

Farmers and Village leaders
from Mesulumi, Pholami,
Sumi, Thetsumi, Chizami,
Enhulumi, Porba, & Sakraba
villages of Phek district.

v

Training on Organic Farming on July 24 and 25, 2007.David & Zekote along with
Bethany Society, Shillong

Youth Groups.v

Training on Food Processing, Bamboo Craft & Low
Cost Latrine Construction from November 26 to 28,
2007 in Phek village.

Nietshope-U Thopi, Yelhiwe, &
Zekote from NEN Nagaland

Youth groups from Phek
District.

v

A Programme on World AIDS Day, December 1, 2007,
organised at Nagaland Resource Centre.

Seno delivered the talk Members of different
organisations & institutions in
Chizami.

v

Talk on Personal Hygiene in Health Programme
organised by Government Primary School, Chizami
Village on March 13, 2008.

Wete Rhakho, Keniele Thopi &
Kezunyipe-U Tsuhah

Students.v

Session on Gender and Health organised by
Meghalaya Rural Development Society in Shillong on
August 9, 2007.

Darilyn Syiem A team of interested
individuals involved in gender
and women’s rights issues in
the rural areas.

v

Training on Food Processing, Bamboo Craft &
Door- Mat Making on September 28 & 29, 2007.

NEN Resource team Youth groups from Porba,
Sakraba, Khomi, Pholami &
Gidemi Villages of Nagaland.

v

Talk on Psychology for Counselling on October 16,
2007.

Darilyn Student of Martin Luther
University in Shillong.

v
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Topics       NEN Resource Person                        Participants

Session on Strengthening the Women’s Group
Working on VAW organised by Khatar Shnong from
Sohra in Shillong on December 13, 2007.

Annie Sohtun Local women’s groups.v

A talk on Violence Against Women in the Regional
Seminar cum 8th Biennial of the NEICC (North East
India Christian Council Women Assembly) at Agartala
in Tripura.

Annie 500 participants from
different church denomina-
tions of the North East
Region.

v

Speaker at the National Consultation on Right to
Transparency and Governance organised by South
Asia for Human Rights (SAHR) in Delhi on June 17,
2007.

Monisha Behal National and International
organisations and networks.

v

Meeting with the government officials to discuss the
importance of the RTI Act in Jorhat on September
25, 2007. The meeting was organised by the CIC and
DRDA Departments.

Monisha & Samhita Government Officials.v

Appeared for an interview on local TV Channel in
Assam regarding the Adivasi turmoil.

Monisha v TV audience.

4.3 Import ant Trainings/Meetings/Conferences Attended by NEN Members

FROM DELHI
o Sreekala MG participated in a National planning workshop on Combating Impunity: Strategies for a National Cam-

paign organised by SAFHR in New Delhi on January 4, 2008.
o Sreekala & Monisha attended DAWN South and South East Asia Consultation on Feminist Engagement with Issues of

Conflict and Peace in the Region in Chennai on January 26 & 27, 2008.
o Sreekala participated in the National Conference on Prevention of Torture in India organised by ACHR & EU in New

Delhi on June 25, 2007.
o Sreekala Participated in the Regional Training Institute: feminist advocacies for interlinking gender justice and economic

justice organised by DAWN in Chiangmai, Thailand between August 27 to September 2, 2007.
o Sreekala Participated in the National Seminar on Women and Migration organised by CWDS and IIC in New Delhi on

September 19 & 20 2007.
o Sreekala Attended a Pre-Conference Meeting on PWDV Act Implementation organised by Lawyers Collective in New

Delhi on September 23, 2007.
o Sreekala Participated in a meeting of the Core Committee on Developing An Alternate Report to ICESCR, organized by

PWESCR in New Delhi on September 29, 2007 and subsequently in Mumbai on October 17, 2007.

FROM ASSAM
o Anurita attended a Network Meeting on Status of Vulnerable Women on February 5, 2008 at Guwahati called by sSTEPS.
o Rehana along with Samhita, Annie and Seno attended the XII National Conference on Feminism, Education and the

Transformation of Knowledge: Processes and Institutions organized by IAWS (Indian Association Women Studies) in
Lucknow from February 7 to 10, 2008.

o Anjuman participated in the National Consultation on Criminal Justice Reforms held on June 2 & 3, 2007 in New Delhi
organized by Human Rights Law Network.

o Rehana, Sreekala and Seno participated in a workshop on NRHM: Public Health and Feminist Analysis organised by
Sama on June 25 & 26, 2007 in New Delhi.

o Rehana was a trainee in a month long international programme entitled XII Feminist Capacity Building Course on
Gender, Sustainable Livelihoods and Human Rights held between August 17 till September 17, 2007 in Katmandu,
Nepal, organised by SANGAT, South Asia Network of Feminists.

o Anjuman participated in a one-day Interfaith Conclave on “Striving for Peaceful Co-existence and Harmonious Dwellings”
by interfaith coalition for Peace on August 17, 2007.
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o Keya was a trainee at a Gender Basic Course organised by Jagori, New Delhi in Gurgaon on August 20 to 24, 2007.
o Anurita attended a Workshop on Domestic Violence and Gender Related Violence organised by NIPCCD in Guwahati

on August 29 to 31, 2007.
o Anjuman attended a Regional Training Workshop on Prevention of Torture on September 13 to 15, 2007 organised in

Guwahati by Asian Centre for Human Rights.
o Anurita, Keya and Rehana attended 1st state level mentoring group meeting on Community Mentoring of NRHM organised

by Voluntary Health Association of Assam and NRHM on October 9, 2007.
o Anjuman and Annie attended National Consultation on PWDV Act organised by Lawyers Collective in New Delhi on

October 26 & 27, 2007.
o Samhita attended a Workshop on Women Lead Promoting Peace and Stability in CEDPA in Washington D.C. USA

between October 22-November 16, 2007.
o Keya attended a Seminar on Development Induced Displacement and Rehabilitation Policy organised by North East

Research Centre in Guwahati on November 13 & 14, 2007.
o Anjuman attended a Convention on Rights of the People with Disability on November 23, 2007 in Guwahati by Shishu

Sarothi.
o Anjuman and Keya attended the Urban Poor Convention organised by sSTEPS on December 2, 2007 in Guwahati.
o Anurita and Keya took part in a two-day workshop on Gender Budgeting held at Guwahati on December 6 & 7, 2007

organised by RGVN.

FROM MEGHALAYA
o Darilyn attended a one day interactive meeting of the ‘Look East Policy’ at Shillong on June 16, 2007.
o Streamlet Sohtun attended a four-day Basic Course on Gender organised by Jagori in New Delhi on August 20 to 24,

2007.
o Mornina and Streamlet attended a one-day consultation on United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disability at Bethany Society in Shillong on August 31, 2007.
o Bitalinda and Annie attended a Consultation of the Wada Na Todo Abhiyan, (Delhi based Organisation), on Planning of

Strategies, Roles & Responsibilities for NGOs Towards the World Hunger Day Campaign. Organized by Bosco
Reach Out Shillong on October 12, 2007, the theme of the campaign was to analyze the obligation of the Government of
Meghalaya towards the Millennium Development Goals (MGDs).

o Mornina Nongkynrih attended training on VAW & Role of Health Care Provider held at YUVA centre in Mumbai from
January 19 to 27, 2008.

o Bitalinda Majaw and Annie attended a one day State Level Consultation on ‘Land and Property Rights of Women’
supported and organized by IGSS, Action Aid, and KSO at Don in Shillong on February 25, 2008.

o Gina Phanbuh and Annie attended the Campaign on World Hunger Day  organised by Bosco Reach Out on October 16,
2008.

FROM NAGALAND
o Orientation Programme on Mahila Swasthya Sangha (MSS/ Women Health Committee) organised by Primary Health

Centre was attended by Seno, Kezunyipe and Keniele on July 2, 2007.
o Wete, Nietshope-U & Seno attended a District Consultation on Youth Employment Summit organised by Youth Net

and YES Campaign on July 26, 2007.
o Seno attended a Consultation on Nagaland State Policy for Women organised by Nagaland Women Commission on

July 31, 2007.
o Wete and Seno attended a meeting on Rural Technologies and Economic Development organised by Science and

Technology Department of Nagaland on August 6, 2007.
o Kezunyipe & Keniele attended an Advocacy Workshop on HIV / AIDS organised by Rukizu Welfare Society on August

14, 2007.
o Seno attended the Orientation on PWDVA organised in Guwahati on September 11 & 12, 2007.
o Kezunyipe and Kedipfu-U Mekrisuh attended a Refresher Course on Health under the guidance of Medical Officer of

Primary Health Centre, Chizami between October 8 to November 8, 2007.
o Seno participated in a TOT on Local Capacities for Peace organised by Peace In South Asia (PISA) from October 27 to

November 6, 2007 at Kathmandu, Nepal.
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A flier on The International Criminal Court
and its Relevance to India: An Overview
(English and Assamese).

5. Publications

Video spots on Domestic Violence; 2007
(Khasi and English Languages).

Union Budgets: In Relation to North East
India:  A paper researched and produced by
Anjuman during her internship with the Centre
for Budget and Governance Accountability
(CBGA), New Delhi.

A cloth scroll on ‘What is CEDAW’ with illustrations has
been produced towards training and publicity purposes.

NEN Shillong translated a booklet of the Lawyer’s Collective Women’s
Rights Initiative–Frequently Asked Questions on the PWDV Act 2005
from English into Khasi language.

A booklet entitled ‘Paribarik Nirjatanar pora Mahila Xuraksha Aain, 2005: Apunar Adhikar Samuh’ Protection of Women
from Domestic Act, 2005: Your Rights) has been produced in Assamese language.
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6.  Other Initiatives and Achievement s

A VISUAL DOCUMENTARY 1875-1947 in collaboration with Centre for Women’s Development Studies, New Delhi
was organised in Guwahati. This was based on more than 300 archival photographs; the display was divided into five
sections depicting women’s lives during this period. People from different walks of life including government officials
came to visit the visual exhibition.

Focus Group Discussion on Information-Sharing/Communication between NGO and Grassroots Women –
NEN’s Experience
Aalochana Centre for Research and Documentation, a Pune based organisation had undertaken a research on how
a particular intermediary group (NGO) uses Information Communication Tools (ICTs) to empower women at the
grassroots. NEN was invited by Aalochana for a focus group discussion on the same on April 10, 2007. NEN agreed
to do so as it was felt that more and more information about new experiments in the NE region in relation to people’s
concerns need to be shared with rest of the country. Besides India, the research was conducted in Philipines, Thailand,
Papua New Guinea, and Fiji Islands.

Poster Women, an exhibition of posters of the Women’s
Movement in India was held in Guwahati and Shillong in
April 2007. This unique exhibition sought to document the
vibrant and multilayered history of the Women’s Movement
in India through the rich treasure house of posters. This
was done in consultation with Zubaan, New Delhi.

Seno Tsuhah from NEN Nagaland was awarded the
Rani Gaidinliu Zeliang Stree Shakti Puraskar on the
occasion of International Women’s Day celebrated on
March 8, 2008 in New Delhi. The award was presented to
Seno for her efforts and dedicated work in the field of
women’s empowerment amidst difficult circumstances and
challenges in the state of Nagaland.

Seno has been associated with NEN for the last ten years.

Samhita Barooah was awarded a scholarship, called
Ralph U. Stone Memorial Scholarship by CEDPA on
November 16, 2007 on behalf of NEN. The scholarship
was awarded during the course on Women Lead in
Promoting Peace and Stability which was held in
Washington DC, USA. Samhita represented NEN among
representatives from International NGOs and
Parliamantarians from Uganda, Nigeria, Sudan,
Afghanistan, Nepal, Rewanda, Liberia, Serra Leone and
Georgia (US). This was a platform where the issues of
North East of India were shared with a group of media
and communication experts, international government
representatives and donors. This was a rich sharing
experience and also helped NEN gain visibility in the
international arena.
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Part II: The North East Resource Programme
Objectives:
1. The NEN Resource Programme is aimed towards building appropriate development resources for youth

organisations in  Assam, Nagaland and Meghalaya.

Activities and Achievements:
1. Natural Resource Management Component

1.1 Initiatives on Natural Resource Management (NRM) in Assam

Sonitpur District

In Dharikati village of Sonitpur district, Assam,
NEN along with two partner groups DASK and
UDVID put up an exhibition on the handloom
and food products on January 28 & 29, 2008.
This exhibition was designed to showcase the
work on woven products along with Bokashi
agriculture, vermi composting, herbal nursery
and processed foods. The programme was
organised to commemorate the Foundation Day
of DASK. Many civil society organisations, the
entire village community and Government
Forest Department officials took active part in
this programme.

Karbi Anglong District
NEN along with Bethany Society in Shillong joined hands to organize a skill enhancing training on organic farming for
Karbi Anglong Baptist Convention (KABC). The objective of the training was to underline the indigenous and effective
ways of organic farming, create livelihood opportunity through proper market linkages and also develop skills of
young people based in active conflict areas. A  demonstration on making Rice Husk Charcoal, Bamboo Charcoal &
Vinegar, Indigenous Micro Organisms and Bokashi was organised. The programme was conducted in the village of
Etpotaro Dokmoka of East Karbi Anglong on March 24 to 29, 2008.

Research:
A study entitled “Women in Agriculture and Its Impact of Health and Economic Benefit Sharing” was conducted by
NEN in partnership with Gramya Vikash Mancha (GVM), Bathou Club, Sivasagar Zila Mahila Samiti (SZMS) and
KABC. The study revealed some interesting findings:

v Women have defined clear cut roles in agricultural activities where they undertake more manual work.

v While their decision making role in agricultural activities is quite substantial, their access to land ownership is
very limited.

v Frequent use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides in the agricultural fields may be leading to some of the common
ailments among women and men.

When we examine the key  findings of the study within the UN CEDAW framework, we find that the findings do not
comply with the CEDAW Articles on women’s access to land ownership, equality at work, access to healthcare and
agricultural technology.
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1.2 Skill Building T raining on NRM in Meghalaya

NEN involved its grassroots partners from Assam to be able
to learn the skill of construction of a Low-Cost Latrine and
also get an exposure in NEN’s field area in Um-Iew-Maw-U-
Sam  (Smit) Village in Meghalaya. 3 groups including Bathou
Club from district Chirang, GVM from Nalbari & Gharoa from
Nagaon took active part during this week-long programme
between November 12 to 19, 2007. The participants learnt
about various procedures including bamboo knitting, digging
of pits, measuring and knitting of rods, etc through practical
hands-on experience.

1.3 Skill Building T raining on NRM in Nagaland
v NRM activities in Nagaland had started in October 2007 to March 2008 through dialogue with Farmer’s Union of

Phek district and outside the local village area of Chizami. Following this, a workshop on ‘Natural Resource
Management’ was organized on October 19, 2007, at Phek district of Nagaland in collaboration with the Phek
District Farmer’s Union (PDFU). Farmers and Village leaders from different villages along with the community,
church and civil society groups were brought together. The government representatives stressed upon the
agriculture policies and credit schemes for farmers which will enhance agricultural economy of the state. Rumatho
Nyusuo, Academic Dean of Shalom Bible Seminary Kohima and Mr. M.K Mero, I.T.S, O.S.D from Directorate of
Industries and Commerce in Nagaland, facilitated the programme.

v A Design Intervention Programme was organised to
introduce innovative design and colour concepts on
textiles traditionally woven by Chizami women for
products like cushions covers, table mats, etc. This was
facilitated by Rajiv Gautam (a product of National
Institute of Design, Ahmedabad) between February 4
till 17, 2008. His inputs are expected to bring new
earning opportunities for women of the district.

v A workshop on Farmer’s Rights & Bio-diversity Conservation was organised on September 24, 2007 at the NEN
Resource Centre for 24 participants from Assam and Nagaland.
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v At different times the trainings on Bamboo craft and
other skills have been organised in and around Chizami
village. The idea has been to enhance the skills of the
youth towards effective use of the rich natural resources
and to create interesting career opportunities.

(The trainings are mentioned in table 4.2.)



2. Social Enhancement Component

2.1 Skill Building on RTI Act in Assam

NEN has been conducting trainings on RTI Act in Sivasagar,
Golaghat, Bongaigaon, Jorhat districts of Assam for Block,
Circle and Panchayat level government officials so as to
sensitize them to meet the needs of common citizens. The
trainings were concluded in October 2007. This was a face to
face interaction and an experience sharing exercise between
the government officials and NEN’s partner groups.

An orientation programme on RTI Act was conducted by NEN
for 20 members of the Community Monitoring Group of Health
Services under the NRHM on February 19, 2008. The

members were from various organisations of Assam working on health issues. The main objective was to use RTI Act
to find information related to implementation processes of various healthcare services and different schemes under
the NRHM programme. NEN’s film called “Information is Power” was screened and copies were distributed amongst
the members.

A Two-Day W orkshop on Leadership and Gender Budgeting for Newly Elected W omen
Panchayat Members
The training on leadership and gender budgeting was held in collaboration with SZMS & NEN on March 29 & 30, 2008
at Sivasagar. The subject was simplified and the women were able to comprehend the realities of state functioning
and how resource allocations are made from state to district exchequers.

NEN along with SATRA
organised a Public
Hearing with civil society
groups, government
officials, local media and
beneficiaries of the Indira
Awas Yojna (IAY)
scheme. The officials
made a pubic promise to
mitigate all irregularities
in this scheme and to
finally complete the

undone work. This was a public advocacy initiative through peaceful means which generated tremendous people’s
support for SATRA and the activists working on good governance issue in Assam.

NEN set up a RTI application filing counter and also
screened the film on Right to Information movement
“Information is Power” produced by NEN during the 72nd

Conference of the All Assam Women’s Conference of Assam
Pradeshik Mahila Samiti on December 14 & 15, 2007 at
Tezpur. This conference focused extensively on the use of
RTI Act and this provided NEN an opportunity to reach out
to various traditional women’s organisations, women’s
groups, youth organisations and partner groups. Members
of NEN Shillong, Guwahati and Assam were present
for the conference.

Public Hearing
As  a follow up  of this
Hearing, NEN and SATRA
approached the court and
media and informed the
Vigilance Commission of the
Ministry of Rural Deve-
lopment about the lapses that
were discovered in the
Hearing. The concerned
Panchayat official was
suspended as a result of this
initiative.
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Advocacy and Network Building
In May 2007, Monisha Behal and the NEN team extensively networked with the national groups, national and local
print media with regard to serious threats that were being received by some of the RTI activists in Assam. Several e-
mails and letters were sent out to generate public interest on this issue. Following this, the then Chief Information
Commissioner of Assam Shri. Ranjit S. Mooshahary issued an order (D.O. No. SCIC. 6/2007, May 24, 2007), to the
Chief Secretary of Assam to initiate an impartial inquiry and provide protection to the people taking lead role in
establishing the RTI culture in Assam.

NEN members participated and took the initiative of networking with national level women’s groups and academicians
on feminist studies in a conference organized by Indian Association of Women’s Studies between February 7 to 11,
2008 in Lucknow University in Uttar Pradesh. It was a platform where both practitioners of women’s rights and
academicians on feminist studies came together to discuss different papers based on their works and experience.

2.2 Handloom W ork Progress in Assam
The handloom activities in this period continued with the weaving of cotton products and marketing through exhibitions
and counter sales. NEN members are involved in developing capacities of the field staff working to network with
different bodies like NEDFi, CAPART etc to include NEN to be a part of their seasonal handloom exhibitions and fairs.
This handholding will enhance the capacities of the women weavers and also bridge the gap of lack of specialized
designers.

2.3 Skill Building on Gender Issues in Meghalaya

Gender Reproductive Health Right s (GRHR) Training Phase II
The second phase of the GRHR training was held from January 22 to 24, 2008 which mainly focused on sexual and
reproductive health rights. The objective of the training was to increase awareness and bridge the gap on gender
issues, adolescent sexuality, politics of health, contraceptive and safe-sex practices.

NEN Meghalaya has been trying to form groups of women in the village of Um-Iew-Maw-U-Sam (Smit); a consider-
able amount of work has been done in the months prior to October 2007. A follow up meeting was held in March 28,
2008, where the group came up with the following action plan:
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HANDLOOM EXHIBITIONS & MEETINGS

DATE                              PLACE                                                     ACTIVITIES

October 10-13, 2007 Numaligarh Refinery Ltd.Handloom Exhibition

October 23 Jharobari, Assam Field visit for monitoring with the weavers

October 30 Bossagaon, Kaziranga Eye check up camp for weavers in collaboration with district
Administration through its blindness control programme

October 31- November 1,Kaziranga Field visit for yarn distribution and product procurement
2007

Oct 22- November 17, 2007Washington, USA Sale of handloom products

November 13, 2007 Mirza and Jharobari Survey on prevalence of VAW cases in field area with 10
households for the International Campaign Protesting VAW.

November 30 & 31, 2007Kaziranga Field visit for yarn distribution and collection of finished products

December 15 & 16, 2007Tezpur, Assam Exhibition and sale of products during the Women’s Conference
of TDMS

February 14, 2008 Guwahati NEN office Meeting with external consultant

March 3, 2008 Guwahati NEN office Meeting with external consultant

March 24, 2008 NEN Guwahati office Internal meeting to plan product range and marketing strategy.

March 31, 2008 Guwahati Networking with NEDFi and Gramshree Exhibition



v Education for all and awareness on sanitation and cleanliness.
v Improved women’s health status and access to better health care facilitates.
v A village free of social evils and VAW.
v Development in terms of better roads and bridges in the village.

2.4 Skill Building on Local Issues in Nagaland: Engaging with Community and Local
Partners

v Workshop on  Gender & Health was organised in collaboration with PBCA  (Phom Baptist Christian Association)
for participants from Longleng district of Nagaland from December 18 and 19, 2007. Facilitators of NEN Nagaland
sensitised the participants on larger health issues from a gender point of view.

v From December 18 to19, 2007 Sreekala and NEN Nagaland team including Seno, Keniele and Wete facilitated
a two-day  Gender and Health  training programme. Participants from different fields of academics, government
health department, NGOs, Church and other civil society groups participated. The training covered issues of
health as a holistic component, disease mapping, health care services, understanding Gender, body mapping
which highlighted the reproductive health.

v A Health Programme was organised at Government Primary School, Chizami Village on March 13, 2008, a talk
on personal hygiene was delivered by Wete, Keniele & Kezunyipe for the students.

v A talk on  HIV/AIDS & Women’s Health  was delivered by Seno & Kezunyipe on March 29, 2008 in Losami
village of Nagaland for women in the community.

v NEN realized that the need to
create new learning grounds for young
minds can be met by bringing about Self
awareness through movement. NEN
aims at creating a platform for people to
connect among themselves; open up and
fight their inhibitions leading to creative
thinking. A four-day Dance Workshop was
organized at Chizami from December 7
to 10, 2007 with young participants from
Kohima, Mokokchung, Peren and Phek.
Gilles Chuyen, a renowned international
dancer and choreographer was the
resource person. NEN envisages a group

from Nagaland to be future performers who will learn, share and perhaps be future catalysts of influencing
performing arts in the State.

v Keeping the Traditional Art Alive Through Programme Units in Nagaland

Handloom Unit under the Livelihood Programme

A traditional Dye making demonstration was organized by NEN in the
Resource Centre on March 28, 2008 to document available indigenous
knowledge on natural dye making involving expertise from within the
village as resource persons. This was the first experiment which was
carried out and in future too the promotion of natural dyes could
strengthen the handloom weaving programme in NEN resource Centre.

With the inputs from an external resource
person, Rajiv Gautam, NEN has opened
a waist loom weaving component in
NEN Resource Centre Chizami. This is
leading to newer ways of looking at design
& colour concepts and marketing among
women in the community.
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Food Processing Unit
Monisha and Seno visited CFTRI (Central Food Technological Research Institute) Mysore, Karnataka to discuss
about the possibilities of setting up the Food Processing Unit in Chizami. However, it was discovered that institutional
support does not cover community based smaller initiatives like NEN but larger corporates and companies for supe-
rior technology transfer. It was thus decided that the Food processing unit will now concentrate on primary production
meant for local markets and will continue with the use of basic equipments and manual tools.

Floriculture Unit
The NEN Resource Centre has started a Floriculture Unit with the help of Horticulture Department, Government of
Nagaland. This initiative aims at creating new income generating opportunities and also add to the aesthetics at the
Centre. At present the flowers namely Limonium and Stattice (both dry flowers) have been planted in the unused area
of the Centre to help push start this initiative.

Other Unit s in Pipeline
NEN Nagaland has acquired land donated by the villagers in order to construct small units in the Resource Centre.
NEN will be seeking financial support from within the country to enable us build these units through 2008.

The following units are planned:

v  Waist-loom weaving

v Pottery making

v Dry flower production

v Primary fruit processing

v Museum of Nagaland crafts and folk arts
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Part III: Making RTI a People’ s Mandate for Good
Governance in Assam

Objectives:
1. Promote state accountability through people’s participation.
2. Develop the culture of asking for information on diverse development programmes among grassroots communities

and promote the use of RTI Act.

Activities and  Achievements:

1. Orient ation on RTI for the Grassroot s Organisations in Assam
The preparation process for trainings on RTI Act started in January 2007 and in the month of February, young volunteers
from the local groups were interviewed and selected from Upper, Lower and Middle Assam. This was followed by an
intensive in-house training on the RTI Act for the selected volunteers. The trainings were centrally organised at
Tezpur office also called ‘Enajori’ which acted as a local centre for deliberations and logistical work.

Thereafter the volunteers were entrusted with the responsibility to deliver trainings as well as conduct workshops at
their respective areas. This was done so as to build capacities of the local organisations to continue advocacy and
boost the implementation of RTI Act as local leaders. NEN members visited the different locations along with the
trainers in order to guide them through the process of training the community members.

2. Workshop on Budget Analysis on V arious Government Schemes

We know that money comes into
a State for schemes, healthcare,
roads and rehabilitation
programmes. It was with the
successive Five Year Planning
meetings (held in the NE for
NGOs and women’s groups),
that almost all participants
addressed the realities of
poverty, denial of support to rural
areas by government officers,
non accessibility to support
services and basic needs that
motivated us to look at state

budgets, resource allocations and the like. In this context NEN organised a four-day workshop on budget analysis
under the aegis of Centre for Budget Governance and Accountability (CBGA), New Delhi from July 3 to 6, 2007.

3. RTI Exposure for NEN Partner Group s
NEN organised an exposure visit between November 19 to 22, 2007 for grassroots organisations and partners in
Assam to visit the organisations working on RTI in Delhi. This was to orient the volunteers from the selected organisations
to understand the functioning and implementation of the RTI Act from a national perspective and also to exchange
ideas on strategies adopted. 
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4. Reaching Out to the Community Directly & Through Partners
NEN has constantly been building capacities of its partner organisations on RTI Act, as a result of which people in
different villages have started to file RTI Applications and have started to contribute towards facilitating the
implementation of the RTI Act. A total number of 30003  people belonging to different ethnic communities in Assam and
other states were made aware on the topic of RTI.

103 RTI Applications were filed in Sonitpur district of Assam in the month of August 2007. Following this, 41
RTI Applications were filed in Goalpara district and 36 in Karbi Anglong. Corruption and misappropriation of
funds under different schemes in the rural areas is an important issue that these applications seek to address.
Other than these, RTI Applications have also been filed in the districts of Cachar, Nagaon, Golaghat, Jorhat and
Dibrugarh of Assam.

3 Based on NEN internal project reports including workshop, training and seminar reports and research documents.

Apart from this NEN members have been
directly interacting with community
members in meetings and on telephone
to assist them in filing RTI Applications and
answering their enquiries.

19



Part IV: Building a Cross/Multi-Sectoral, Gender-Sensitive
Approach to V AW in the S tate of Meghalaya

Objectives:
1. To start a process of partnership between women’s groups and state agencies to counter VAW.
2. To build a gender sensitive approach to victims and survivors of gender violence among police and medical

personnel.

Activities and Achievements:

1. Collaborating with the Government Dep artment s on the Issue of V AW

Continuing the interventions
under the project, in this
year considerable
developments were made.
The process of linking up
with the Health
Department started with
the project sharing meeting
organised in consultation
with CEHAT, Mumbai on
June 27, 2007 in Shillong.
This was to share the
project concept, objectives,

and activities in order to create involvement of the officials in the project. Some of the
important officials from the health department including doctors from two government
hospitals in Shillong and a senior doctor, Dr. R.R. Lanong of the Directorate of Health Services, Meghalaya participated
in the meeting.

Alongside, on June 28, 2007 an orientation programme was organized for the NEN project team where important
learnings from a similar project by CEHAT, Mumbai were shared by the facilitator. This exercise led the NEN team to
assess the local situation and see what could be applied in Shillong from the CEHAT project. The team was introduced
to different components, approaches and methodologies relating to the research. 

A similar meeting was organised with the
Director General of Police on July 2,
2007 in Shillong in consultation with
Gender Sensitive Police Project (GSPP).
Mr. Anil Pradhan Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP) CID Branch, Mr.
A.K Mathur, ADGP Technical Branch, Dr.
D.V. Guruprasad, ADGP, (R&T) Karnataka
and Anasuya Sengupta, State Coordinator
of the GSPP, Karnataka and also working
with UNICEF along with her colleague
Rovina Bastian and all officials of Police
Department, Shillong.

Through the process first
formal contact with the
Health Department
regarding the study was
established. An official
permission was given by the
Health Department
assigning one of the doctors,
a lady gynaecologist, as the
main contact person who will
assist NEN in conducting the
research. Most import antly
VAW as crucial health
issue came to be
recognized by the
Department.
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Action Research – Phase I

Between August – October 2007, the study in the Police Department started. The objectives of

the study were firstly, to document the seven police stations in Shillong and secondly, to

understand the perception of the officials on VAW and the challenges that they encounter in

handling such cases.  

Action Research – Phase II

From November 2007 – February 2008, the research continued in Civil Hospital and Ganesh

Das Hospital in Shillong. Some of the initial problems were related to the heavy schedules of

the doctors as well as lack of openness on part of the respondents. Yet, in spite of all these

challenges, the researchers felt that talking to the respondents and hospital employees has

fostered a relationship and promoted their interest on women’s rights.

Outcomes of the initiative

v Laid the foundation of a healthy association with the Police and the Health Departments

and led to official agreements between the two Departments and NEN to undertake the

research.

v Created a thought wave among the authorities to address VAW in a more sensitive manner.

v Provided an insight to the officials to the PWDVA leading to their keen interest in contributing

towards the implementation the Act.

v A possibility of counselling cells within the Police Stations.

v Members of the Health Department are seeking help and suggestions from NEN regarding

VAW cases.

Capacity Building for the research team

Exposure to Karnataka – The project team visited Karnataka from January 29 – February 3,

2008 to get first hand experience of the GSPP. The team attended a gender sensitization

workshop for the Sub-Inspectors, which was held in the Police Training College, Gulbarga. This

was followed by an in-depth interaction with Dr. D.V. Guruprasad, ADGP (R&T) of Karnataka

Police and also a visit to a gender friendly model police station in Malleshwaram.

Exposure to Mumbai – The project team also visited the Dilaasa Crisis Centre and CEHAT from

March 10-12, 2008 as part of the IDRC Project for cross exchanging of ideas, exposure and

learning purposes. The team also met with Dr. Seema Malik, the Medical Superintendent of K.

B. Bhabha Hospital and Project Director of Dilaasa, who spoke about the challenges towards

the integration of the project within the hospital.

Document ation and Analysis of the Findings

The process of analysis and report preparation was completed between February to March

2008, sharing workshops were held with the officials of the two departments in the following

months.
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Rhona Bhuyan, Programme Coordinator, NEDTF A Programme Meeting under NEDTF

Part V: Making of A North East Development T rust Fund
(NEDTF)
Small Grants and Fellowship Activities
North East Network facilitated the creation of a NEDTF way back in 2004 with the idea of giving support to organisations
and individuals contributing to social and economic development in the North East. We organized a small group of
concerned individuals to form a core team towards setting up the Fund. While the project started in 2005 we progressed
steadily with the Small Grants and Fellowships and completed the work on December 31, 2007. The nature of work
done by those organisations which received support are given below:

v Spreading Right to Information (Assam)
v Enhancing Natural Resource Management (Assam and Meghalaya)
v Promoting Mental health Care in the Region (Assam)
v Internship on Visual Arts, Graphics and Woodwork (Nagaland)
v Skill development for the physically challenged young people  (Assam)
v Training programmes in Mushroom Cultivation (Assam)
v Gender budgeting and Analysis (Assam)
v Pre-emptive Training in Peace Education: Theoretical and Activism (Assam)
v Translation and printing of Resource book on Mental Health (Assam)
v Community Intervention for Mitigating Violence Against Women (Meghalaya)
v Rejuvenating folk songs, nursery  rhymes and folklore (Nagaland)
v Music Video on Sexuality and Anti Discrimination (Meghalaya)
v Accountability and Transparency learning amongst Youth (Nagaland)
v Documenting daily lives of people through bus journeys (Meghalaya)
v Scaling toy making as a profitable home activity (Nagaland)
v Internship to the Madras Crafts Foundation (Nagaland)
v Internship for a Diploma in DakshinaChitra in Chennai (Manipur)

Through our visits in the NE and conversations, it was evident that there was a great need for strengthening
organisational development and management within the region. The groups themselves have articulated a need to
become financially self-sufficient and have better internal systems in place. Overall, most of the organisations were
punctual in submitting their reports; though many of the Fellows, this being their first time, were not well organized in
submitting their reports and financial records. Therefore, a certain amount of guidance and supervision was required.
There is still a felt need, for both organisations and for individuals to learn improved financial management systems,
a bit of professionalism and in-depth documentation of their work.
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Part VI: Budget
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Our Team
Current Team (In Alphabetical Order)
1. Alpana D. Choudhury
2. Amrit Das
3. Annie. I. Sohtun
4. Anurita P. Hazarika
5. Bitalinda Majaw
6. Bornali Das
7. Darilyn Syiem
8. Eleazar Marwein
9. Gina Phanbuh
10. Ibadasuklin Kharshandi
11. Kedipfu-U Mekrisuh
12.Keniele Thopi
13.Kezunyipe-U Tsuhah
14.Leena Uppal
15.Lhweku Lohe
16.Molly Elias
17.Dr. Monisha Behal   (Chairperson)
18.Mornina. J. Nongkynrih
19.Nietshope-U Thopi
20.Padmakanta Ngate
21.Pramila Daimari
22.Puran Singh
23.Rufena Topo
24.Samhita Barooah
25.Seno Tsuhah
26.Sreekala MG   (Executive Director)
27.Streamlet. R. Sohtun
28.Sujit Ghosh
29.Sushila Swer
30.Tapan Deka
31.Vilie Tsuhah
32.Wekhrolo Lohe
33.Wekowe-U
34.Wete Rhakho
35.Zekote Naro

Members who have moved on
1. Anjuman Ara Begum
2. Giti Moni Das
3. Junumoni Das
4. Keya Bardalai
5. Nayantara Sharma
6. Neesha Dutt
7. Rehana Rehman
8. Rhona Bhuyan
9.    Yelhiwe Tsuhah


