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~.Feminists iailed inresponding~

to issues of disabled women'., -, '~ .,'

g!nalizetl P9~iti6nin Ip.di<\
based on' ,th~k disabiHty and

GUWAHATI, Jan 12 - alsooftsocio-culturalidentities
"Though Indiahas around 49 to thaf'separate them into cate-
50 million disabled people, the gories constructed according
country continues to r~ly on to properi;ies like caste, class
voluntary'sector for theprovi- ."andstatus,'~'she said. "',
sian ~fbasic services for them, Responding to the quer!~s
although this, sector, stretch~,d. posed by the participants, she
beyondjts,resourq~s is unabie mentioned thatUie feminists
to sen(e even a miniscule'pro- engaged with issues of differ-
porti()nofthos~in need." ence <luqlesolveto transf6h]1'

This was opined by ~ita social "inequalities have' not
Ghai,social activistand senior p'icked up ,on theissuesco1).~'
readeratI?epartment of Psy:. cerning,thedisabledwomell.
chology, Jesus and lV1ary"CQh On the otn:erhand, disability
lege, Delhi, at an interactive m8vemenf has also failed to
session,on,'Gender'and disa- addi-es§ the issues related to
bility,ilssties, of Violence,' or~ disabled women, in particular.
ganized by the North East "What is more troubling

Net~ork (NEN) recently:. ~th~t.}ndianf~minist(thought$
As a guest speaker, Ghat ad. fan fu-recognlze thattheprob-'

dressed the issues relateQto lems of women issues aprily'
-disabled women vis-a-vis,the equally to the disabled wom-
feminjst~ovem'entin India, en.There'fue ample evidenc-

';Uwas a painfl!Land"'disillu- es that the disabled wbJpep aJ;e
sioning realizationto recog- 'victimsofdomestk vjol;mce

"nize thai disabledwomen oc- andse*ua1abdse,"she added.
~upy'amultifariousand mar-' "Hbwever,whenthenition:

CITY REPORTER al"media gave widespn~adcov-
erage ,toa~toty"abo1.1.ta wom-
an with cerebral palsy.being
abusedbyherJathe~ women's
group gave no more thal!.per-
fu.11Ctoryresponse. . ,

,Callip.gup6n",anJp.e ~om-
en's rights activists to'dd a':
mind mapping in order-to ad, ,:
dre s sal1.,t.h e js sti e ~ reJ;it edtoc

persol!switi1 disabilit:f:ingen~ ., .

eralahd disabled wqin.en in :i
paiticqJ~r~b~ s9id that isolac'",
tioR'o(disahled womenfrow J
the maInstream rendered a,."r

large part of their ,experienc-
es, including the experiences'
ohio~~ce invisible. ," ,j

ElllboratinKher polIlts,With
several examples, ofv(olence"
againstdisablec1 women, she'
addecI/'My personal experi-
ence otJhe :(:/isabilityIUQve..-
ment however, indica.testo me'}
that the gender based biastllat Ii
women 'must co~tend with)
eveiydayjnpatriarcp-a:.l socie-.;)
ty,alsq per1Jleates'II;ldia'§ai~~-,.-
bilitylllovem~nt." ~j, H


